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Lesson for August 26 in this issue 


Lesson 9.—The Christian’s Responsibility in 
Public Life. Matthew 5:13-16; 13:35; 
Luke 19:1-10; Acts 5:25-29; 

1 Peter 3:13-18. 
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For Those Who Wait 
By Don Moon 


Isaiah 40:27-31 


AY not, “My way is hid.” 
When comes the pressing hour, 
He knows, and to the faint 
He giveth power. 


The everlasting God 
Is tireless over all, 

Though weary youths grow weak 
And young men fall. 


Wait still upon the Lore, 
Renew thy strength, 

And then unwearied run 
The journey’s length. 


we 


The ABCD of Testimony 
Testimonies are most helpful when 
they give man a small place and exalt 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Long periods of 
silence are sometimes embarrassing, but 
long recitals of old experiences are still 
more so. During the summer confer- 
ences there will be many testimony 
meetings, and it is well for those who are 
testifying to remember that there are 
also others who would like an oppor- 
tunity to do so. Four good rules for 
public testimony were given by Joseph 
T. Bayly, regional secretary of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship for the 
eastern states, at the Inter-Varsity con- 
ference at Keswick, N. J., in June, of 
which he was chairman. He was leading 
the testimony meeting on the last Sun- 
day afternoon, and he asked that the 
testimonies might be Audible, Brief, 


Christ-centered, and Definite. He refer- 
red to the Psalmist’s exhortation, “Let 
the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom 
he hath redeemed from the hand of the 
enemy” (Psa. 107:2); and asked that the 
students tell what the Lord had done 
for them at that conference, without 
mentioning individual speakers. (This 
is the principle that has generally been 
followed at the testimony meetings at 
the Victorious Life Conferences at Kes- 
wick.) As a result of Mr. Bayly’s sug- 
gestions, and the controlling power of 
the Holy Spirit, many stood up to tell 
what Christ meant to them and of new 
blessings received at the conference, and 
the meeting was interesting and edifying. 
It is not well in a public testimony to 
go into many details about one’s sins, 
for “all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God” (Rom, 3:23); and 
subtle pride in one’s past wickedness and 
escapades may even creep into a testi- 
mony. The aim of all public testimony 


< 


should be to give fresh evidence of the 
power of God in an individual life, to 
encourage others to trust Him, and to 
stimulate others to join in praising Him 
for His infinite, sufficient grace. One 
should be careful at such a time not to 
begin preaching or expounding the Word. 
A witness in court is asked to stand up, 
face the people, speak out clearly, and 
tell what he knows of an accident or 
crime. He is expected to tell what he 
himself has seen or heard, but not to 
interpret his observations or pass sen- 
tence. In the testimony meeting of the 
1.V.C.F. conference at Keswick, Psalm 34 
was frequently mentioned, and it sug- 
gests many important features of really 
worth-while, edifying, and Christ-ex- 
alting witness. Two of the outstanding 
points are these: “O magnify the Lord 
with me, and let us exalt his name to- 
gether” (v. 3); “O taste and see that the 
Lord is good: blessed is the man that 
trusteth in him” (v. 8). 
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ll. Why Is Revival Delayed? 


An editorial by George T. B. Davis 


LITTLE over half a century ago, 
A Dr. R, A. Torrey was called to go 

to Melbourne, Australia, to con- 
duct a city-wide revival campaign. He 
asked Charles M. Alexander, the Gospel 
singer, to go with him. When they reached 
Melbourne, they found the city honey- 
combed with 1,700 cottage prayer meet- 
ings. The fire fell from Heaven, and great 
throngs came together night after night, 
in the great Melbourne exhibition build- 
ing. Multitudes were saved, and multi- 
tudes of Christians were built up in the 
faith. Then for six months Torrey and 
Alexander went up and down Australia 
and New Zealand in a real Heaven-sent 
spiritual awakening. : 

The news of the revival in Australia 
spread throughout the world, and Torrey 
and Alexander were invited to conduct 
evangelistic meetings in the leading 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For ye are dead, and your life 
is hid with Christ in God” (Col, 
3:3). 




















cities of the British Isles. Once more 
Great Britain experienced a spiritual 
awakening as in the days of Moody and 
Sankey. Great meetings were held in 
Liverpool, London, Birmingham, Cardiff, 
and other cities. The great Welsh Re- 
vival was largely the outcome of the 
Torrey-Alexander meetings, 

Dr. Torrey gave the secret of the three 
years of their revival meetings in Great 
Britain when he said, “In addition to 
the intensive prayer in each city we 
visited, there were 20,000 people banded 
together in prayer groups throughout 
the British Isles, praying for revival and 
for our meetings.” Again it was earnest 
intercessory prayer that produced an- 
other glorious spiritual awakening, 

More than half a century ego, God 
called a baseball player named Billy 
Sunday to preach the Gospel. Billy 
Sunday fully realized the power of 
prayer to bring about the outpouring of 
God's Spirit in conviction of sin, and to 
lead souls to Christ. Billy Sunday would 
not go to a city until they had organ- 
ized great numbers of cottage prayer 
meetings. Sometimes the revival would 
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start before the Billy Sunday meetings 
began. In the city of Philadelphia there 
were thousands of these cottage prayer 
meetings, and the result was that the 
city was mightily moved by the power 
of God, Evangelist Merv Rosell recently 
declared that he finds more of Billy Sun- 
day’s converts, as he goes up and down 
the country, than of any other evange- 
list. 

Two years ago Billy Graham held a 
eries of revival meetings in a big tent 
n Los Angeles. There was a great vol- 
ume of earnest, intercessory prayer, both 
‘ndividually and in cottage prayer meet- 
‘ngs. After three weeks of ordinary 
2vangelistic meetings, the fire fell from 
Heaven. Even the people in Hollywood 
were moved. Stuart Hamblen, an ex- 
cowboy and radio entertainer, was thor- 
oughly saved. Jim Vaus, an associate of 
Mickey Cohen, was born again. A well- 
known track athlete was saved. All 
three of these men are now going up 
and down the country, preaching Christ. 
It was doubtless the beginning of a new 
spiritual awakening in America, 

During the last two years Billy Gra- 
ham has reached many thousands in his 
revival meetings, and in recent months 
he has spoken to literally millions, Sun- 
day after Sunday, over the radio. He is 
a modern prophet, chosen of God to call 
the people of America to confess and 
forsake their sins, and to cry mightily 
to God for another great spiritual awak- 
ening, in order that our nation may be 
saved from impending destruction. 

This coming autumn, Evangelist Merv 
Rosell, who helped in the Los Angeles 
meetings, and who draws crowds second 
only to Billy Graham in his city-wide 
campaigns, begins a month of revival 
meetings in Philadelphia, in the Armory 
on North Broad Street. The meetings 
are scheduled to open October 21, 1951. 
Efforts are being made to enlist thou- 
sands in earnest intercessory prayer for 
these meetings, and it is hoped that Phil- 
adelphia will be stirred as never before 
in its history, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

But what is needed is not only re- 
vival in Philadelphia, but in cities and 
towns and villages throughout the length 
and breadth of our land. If tens of 
thousands of God’s children would agree 
to spend five minutes or more daily in 
individual prayer for revival, and if 
thousands and thousands of cottage 
prayer meetings could be started and 
carried forward, to pray for revival in 
our own hearts, in our churches and 
communities and throughout our nation, 
then surely we would witness another 
spiritual awakening that might well 
prove to be the greatest outpouring of 
God’s Spirit in the history of our coun- 
try. 

The readers of THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs can have a very real and definite 
share in helping to bring about such 
a spiritual awakening in their own com- 
munities and throughout our land. A 
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little card has been prepared called “In- 
tercessors for Revival.” The member- 
ship card reads: 

“I will endeavor to spend five min- 
utes or more daily, alone or with others, 
in praying for revival in my own heart, 
in my church and city, and throughout 
our land. 

“With God's help I will form a cottage 
prayer meeting, to meet weekly in my 
home tc pray for revival; or I will gladly 
join in a cottage prayer meeting in an- 
other Christian home.” 

Surely each of us who long earnestly 
for revival would be willing to spend 
at least five minutes out of every twen- 
ty-four hours in earnest prayer for a 
spiritual awakening throughout our land. 
It may seem difficult at first to spend five 
minutes daily in prayer for revival; but 
persevere, and soon you will find the 
period one of joy and delight, and the 
Lord will richly bless and reward you! 

Each reader of the TIMEs can have a 
real and definite share in helping to 
bring revival by sending for these cards 
and getting people to sign them and to 
begin praying for revival both individ- 
ually and collectively. Send for a good 
supply of the cards, and give them out, 
and get them signed, in your church and 
Sunday school, in your missionary and 
young people's societies, in Bible confer- 
ences, and wherever Christians are gath- 
ered together. And let us work quickly, 
for it is a marvelous miracle of God's 
grace that He has spared our nation thus 
far, in spite of our individual and 
national sins. Like Nineveh of old, if 
we repent of our individual and national 
sins, “cry mightily unto God,” and “turn 
every one from his evil way,” then a 
prolonged period cf tranquillity may be 
granted to our land as is was to that 
ancient city. 

“Intercessors for Revival” cards will 
be sent free of cost, but it will be ap- 
preciated if a gift to help in promoting 
revival can be sent with the request for 
the cards. Send all requests for the 
prayer cards, and gifts for promoting 
revival, to Intercessors for Revival, 
Room 1302, 1505 Race Street, Philadel- 
phia 2. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Problem of Television 


I have been a subscriber to THE Sun- 
DAY ScHOoL Times for about twenty- 
five years and appreciate it very much, 
I would like some information on the 
aoe y threat which television can 

e and [the impact it] is making upon 
the church and the American home. 
Do you have a survey of the present 
programs from a moral and spiritual 
standpoint? If you can zgive me any 
material on moral and spiritual impli- 
cations of television, or cite me to some 
material, it will be greatly appreciated. 

Furthermore, I wish the Lord’s con- 
tinued blessing upon your labors for 
Him.—A Virginia reader. 


There is no question that television 
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can bring very detrimental programs 
right into the home and take up too 
much of the time of both parents and 
children. Like many’ other modern in- 
ventions, it can be used to do great good, 
as in the case of Percy Crawford's tele- 
vision program (see the Trmes for Jan. 
27, 1951), and other Christian programs. 
But it is also being used by Satan to 
undermine home discipline and the high- 
est moral standards. It should be care- 
fully controlled in Christian homes, and 
requires self-restraint on the part of par- 
ents and certain very definite regula- 
tions with respect to the children. 

The Rev. Newton C. Conant, pastor of 
the Calvary Bible Protestant Church. 
Camden, N. J., included the following 
helpful thoughts on television in one of 
his church calendars last fall: 


TELEVISION AND THE CHRISTIAN HOME 
1 Corinthians 10:31 

“That television is a marvelous inven- 
tion no one will deny. It is one of the 
mechanical marvels of our age — to see 
on a screen before you events happening 
in distant places. It also cannot be de- 
nied that it is a very useful, entertain- 
ing, and instructive instrument. How- 
ever, like most good things, it may be 
‘taken over’ by the powers of darkness 
and used to promote Satan's kingdom 
Therefore the provrams that are permit- 
ted to come into Christians’ homes should 
be carefully and prayerfully chosen. So 
much is learned through the eye, and 
this makes television a more powerful 
force than radio, which cannot be seen. 

“Christians, therefore, should let even 
the television testify that the home is 
dedicated to the Lord. Needless to say, 
it is wholly inconsistent for Christians to 
have programs in their homes which if 
seen in a theater would make them shud- 
der. It seems to be a clever assault of 
Satan to break down Christian homes. 
Christians, generally speaking, will not 
go to sinful worldly amusements, so 
Satan deceives them into bringing the 
program right into their homes. Chil- 
dren, whose minds are so impressionable, 
see sights which will have a large part 
in molding their lives. The whole Chris- 
tian world is at this time thus confronted 
with a serious attack upon the home 
The amount of time given to television 
should also come up for serious thought 
and prayer. To show even good pro- 
grams for practically all the time the 
family is together is perhaps way beyond 
what God intends. The schools are com- 
plaining that boys and girls are falling 
behind in lessons. Large numbers were 
not promoted last term. Those who 
know, attribute this largely to the un- 
usual prominence given to the television 
which crowds out the time necessary for 
lessons. 

“It may require a change in some 
homes, but Christians should squarely 
face the problem and decide it in the 
light of this command: ‘Whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God’ (1 Cor. 
10:31).” 
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L A Church That Trusted God for 


And witnessed a steady growth when it combined 
Sunday school and the morning service 


VERY Sunday morning the town 
E of Limerick, Pa., witnesses a sur- 

prisingly large gathering of adults, 
young people, and children at an inde- 
pendent, Gospel-preaching church. Seven 
hundred and fifty persons, as an aver- 
age, come to the combined Sunday 
school and church service at the Non- 
Sectarian Fellowship Church, of which 
the Rev. Clarence H. Didden is pastor. 
The church owns three busses and rents 
a fourth, and these bring the adults and 
young folks from five different counties 
in Pennsylvania. The people come from 
twenty different denominational back- 
grounds. Of course mary come in their 
own family cars. The Fellowship Church 
is a member of the Independent Funda- 
mental Churches of America. The serv- 
ice lasts from 10 to 11.45 a.m., and not 
only holds the interest of young and 
old alike, but continually attracts new- 
comers, 

What is the story back of this thriving 
church, where the teaching and preach- 
ing are true to the Word of God, and 
where thousands of dollars are given 
annually for the work of the church 
and foreign missions? 


All Barriers Down 

Mr. Didden was associated with his 
father in the florist business in Hatfield, 
Pa., where he spent six years after grad- 
uation from high school. He was not 
then a Christian, though he attended a 
Baptist church in another town, and he 
had two aunts who were praying for 
him continually. One Sunday night the 
pastor preached from Acts 12, and at the 
close of his sermon, said, “Why not take 
all the barriers away from your life so 
that Christ may come in?” Mr. Didden 
went home, got down on his knees, and, 
with that phrase in mind, accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. 

About six months later he was mar- 
ried to a young woman who had been 
associated with the Brethren and who 
had learned to know more about the 
truth at the Victorious Life Conferences 
at Keswick, N. J. Shortly afterwards 
he took up the “Introductory Bible 
Course” in the Correspondence School 
of the Moody Bible Institute, and this 
required the reading of the whole Bible 
Genesis 3:15 first brought to his mind 
the great truth of the substitutionary 
atonement, and his wife. who was well 
instructed in the things of God. ex- 
plained the truth to him more fully. 

In June, 1933, having a desire to do 
something for young people, Clarence 
Didden started a Sunday afternoon 


meeting in the high school auditorium 
These meetings continued 


at Hatfield. 


“For who hath despised the day of 
small things?” This was the ques- 
tion asked by Zechariah shortly after 
he had received this special word for 
Zerubbabel, “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6, 10). The 
story of the church described in this 
article is a living, up-to-date example 
of what can be done by a group of 
believers who trust God and work 
hard for Him. It is given here as 
an encouragement to other small 
churches throughout the country 
which are standing true to the Bible. 








through the summer and early fall, but 
had to be closed down in October. Just 
after that Mr. Didden and his wife knelt 
down in their home and made a com- 
plete surrender of themselves and their 
new little baby girl to the Lord. That 
night they both had a strong feeling that 
the Lord would bring “a baptism of 
sorrow” into their life. This was a fore- 
shadowing of coming events, and just 
a few months later, in January, the little 
girl died. 

In December the pastor of the local 
Evangelical Congregational Church was 
having meetings and asked Mr. Didden 
to assist him. He invited the Rev. Rus- 
sell Taylor Smith to come up from Phil- 
adelphia and also the Allem trio from 
Lansdale, who both sang and played, to 
assist him. Shortly after the trio started 
meetings in Neiffer, Pa., and asked Mr. 
Didden to come over and give two or 
three messages. During the two weeks 
of meetings in this little community 
chapel about 18 or 20 young people 
received Christ as their Saviour. To 
strengthen the new converts, it was de- 
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the Supernatural 


By the Editor 


cided to continue the Sunday evening 
services, and Mr. Didden agreed to con 
tinue leading them until the Easter sea 
son. But he was led to continue on past 
that time, and the conviction grew upon 
him that he should give up his secula: 
work entirely. This was a serious step, 
and he found it hard to leave his fathe: 
to carry on alone. But the Lord’s call 
was clear to him, and on October 1 he 
gave up his cultivation of flowers to 
devote his full time to sowing the in 
corruptible seed of the Word of God 
He went to live in the small community 
of Neiffer. 

He began his work in Neiffer by 
teaching an adult class of only six o1 
eight people in the Sunday school in the 
community chapel. When he took charge 
of the Sunday morning service in Octo- 
ber, 1934, the average attendance was 
between thirty and forty. He invited 
missionary speakers to come, and in the 
fall of 1935 the church decided to give 
one offering a month to missions. At 
first the morning offerings would run 
from four to five dollars a week, thoug} 
the missionary offerings were a littl 
larger. Finally the church began set 
ting a goal for missionary Sunday, and 
last year (1950) the monthly goal was 
800, and every month the Lord answered 
prayer and the goal was reached. The 
present goal is $1,000 a month 
The Blessings of a Teachers’ Meeting 

In the fall of 1935 one of the Sunday 
school teachers suggested that it would 
be well for all the teachers to meet 
every Friday night in the home of the 
superintendent to study the lesson to- 
gether and pray for the school. This 
proved to be a great blessing to the 
work and there was a gradual increase 

(Continued on page 709) 














The old hotel, which now contains the parsonage, Intermediate-Senior Department 
of the Sunday school, and two other living apartments 
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August 11, 1957. 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from 


all the world 





M.ss Rodriguez From Spain.—They 

are Cubans laboring for the Bible 
Club movement in Spain. “Now you see,” 
writes Miss Bolet, “the limitless power of 
the Church of Rome; agent of Satan in 
dark Spain. He used the priest in my 
mountain village in Avila to put us out 
of the country. The Cuban Embassy, as 
well as the American Embassy in Ma- 
drid, approached the government in our 
behalf—in vain. We must ‘leave the 
country “sin mas ceremonia” [without 
more ceremony], or go to prison.’ 

“We know that we are of God and 
that He is far above Satan and his 
legion of priests, bishops, and cardinals 
which rule Spain. In God’s good time 
we shall be back. More than a hun- 
dred friends were in the railroad station 
the night of our departure, all weeping 
bitterly.” 

So they have gone to Toulouse in the 
south of France, where 90,000 Spanish 
refugees live. “We go from house to 
house in personal work, but the people 
hate religion and bitterly blaspheme.” 
A few chil’ren have already been gath- 
ered. “We nearly cried with joy when 
all of them, including two lovely French 
beys, opened their hearts to Christ.” 
There is a Spanish congregation of be- 
lievers in Toulouse, and they have re- 
ceived the exiles with the greatesi love. 
Their leader works during the day to 
support himself. They rejoice, then, to 
have two missionaries to assist them. 
“The believers souzht out a place for 
us to live and, with the Lord’s help, 
found a two-room, furnished apartment 
where we are now settled.” 


T=: Expulsion of Miss Bolet and 


The eminent Jewish writer, Sholem 
Asch, now living in California, is ostra- 
cized by his own people because of his 
writings on Christian themes. Mr. 
James Vaus, of the Los Angeles Hebrew 
Mission, calling on him recently, asked 
him, by way of preface, 

“Mr. Asch, did you know that you are 
America’s number one mystery man?” 

“Why so?” he replied. 

“Because neither the Jewish nor the 
Christian world knows for sure if you 
are a Jew or a Christian. Do the char- 
acters of your various books, who ac- 
knowledge faith in Christ, express your 
own convictions?” 

“They do indeed,” he replied. 

“That then,” returned Mr. Vaus, “com- 
mits you to belief in the Messiahship 
of Christ.” 

“It certainly does.” 

“Do you also believe that Christ was 
God incarnate in man?” 

“Most emphatically not.” 

Asking for a Hebrew Bible, Mr. Vaus 


pointed out the convincing proof of the 
deity of Christ in Isaiah 9:6, reading 
and analyzing the terms used there that 
unmistakably prove the deity of Mes- 
siah. Growing very excited, Mr. Asch 
suddenly closed the Hebrew Bible with 
a bang and shouted, “No Gentile can 
teach me Hebrew!” 

There ended the interview, but another 
has been arranged. 


The Tersteegen-ruh Conference, 1951. 
—Gerhard Tersteegen was a German 
saint and hymn-writer of the seven- 
teenth century, whose memory is cher- 
ished by the deeper Christians of the 
Fatherland. One thinks of his hymn, 
“O breath from out the eternal silence, 
blow,” with the verse, 

I cannot slay the venomed power of sin. 

‘Tis thine anointing only can avail. 
O make my spirit new and right within, 
For without Thee my utmost efforts fail. 

Life to my dead, cold soul, I cannot give. 

Be Thou my life; sé only shall I truly live. 
or the final verse of, “Come, brethren, 
let us go, the evening closeth round.” 

Friend of our perfect choice, 

Thou joy of all that live, 
Alone who know’st not chance or change, 
What courage dost thou give! 
All beauty, Lord, we see, 
All bliss and life and love 
In Christ, and we rejoice in Thee 
In whom we live and move. 

Christians of the Rhineland gather at 
yearly Tersteegen-ruh Conferences, and 
these hymns give the spiritual pitch. 
This year the conference was in Essen, 
the armament center, and it was a time 
of spiritual rearmament. The great city 
auditorium was secured, and, in spite of 
qualms, did not prove too large. “I 
stood at the auto road-station to greet 
friends from Switzerland. Would they 
really come? Then roared in the heavy 


ears. Halt! Joyful greetings, hand- 
shakings, and pleasant chatter. One of 


the most beautiful things in a confer- 
ence is the meeting of God’s children 
and their mutual greetings. [What we 
once had in Northfield!] ‘O how I love, 
O Lord, Thy people, who seek Thee and 
who think on Thee.’ 

“They have come in greater numbers 
than ever, from the Sauerland, the Sie- 
gerland, and the whole Ruhr area. I sit 
on the platform and look over the great 
hall. Even on the first day it is really 
full. Otto v. Reden spoke on the Noah 
story. He knows what these people are 
after—Biblical food. On missions’ day, 
Inspector Kleine hammered into our 
hearts the fact that Jesus is King. At 
the Communion a thousand partake. 
Brother Tegtmeyer. of Bethel has a spe- 
cial gift for leading such a vast assem- 
bly into the silences. 

“Brothers Rudolf Schmidt and Dan- 


By ERNEST GORDON 


nenbaum talked with great power, also 
on Noah, the terrible seriousness of God’s 
judgments, and the mighty reality of 
redemption.” 

“An omnibus from the Sauerland ar- 
rived when the assembly had just be- 
gun the service. Out of the hall came 
the mighty tones of, ‘Jesus, Saviour of 
my soul.’ A brother, hearing it, cried 
out joyously, ‘We are in the right place. 
This is home air!’ 

“Wednesday was closing day, and two 
thousand young people moved up. Their 
fathers, who founded the conference 
fifty years ago, are bong since in eter- 
nity. Here is a youthful army from the 
Ruhr district to carry the fire into the 
future. Here was real singing indeed— 
and then when the trumpets joined in! 
It was tremendous!” 


Obituary.—The Rev. H. H. Pullen, 
lender of the Spezia Mission in Italy, 
after sixty-one years of service, has 
passed to the Lord at the age of ninety. 

The death of the Rev. Stephen Leigh- 
Hunt remcves a gracious, humble, and 
learned brother. Intended for the Ro- 
man priesthood, he was educated in 
France and at Oscott (R. C.) College 
in England. He: was led to Christ by 
reading a Latin edition of Calvin’s “In- 
stitutes.” Shortly before his death, he 
translated the masterly work of the mod- 
ern French Calvinist, Prof A. Lecerf, 
“Reformed Degmatics,” published by the 
Lutterworth Press, 

The Rev. Oscar P. Smith, a Pentecostal 
brother preaching the Word in Barranca 
de Upia, Colombia, was recently sum- 
moned from his bed by three masked 
men, Romanist agents, taken outside the 
house, and shot. 


One would commend the Pocket Testa- 
ment League as an agency of evangel- 
ism, led by laymen, having the right ob- 
jectives, and driving toward them with 
energy and intelligence. It has already 
distributed seven million Scriptures in 
Japan. At Yubari, in Hokkaido, Glenn 
Wagner preached to 4,000 miners and 
their families. At a Memorial Hall rally 
in Tokyo not only were there 20,000 in 
attendance, but a meeting was impro- 
vised for three thousand more who could 
not get in, in a parking lot outside. They 
stood there in a drizzle while Mr. Zam- 
perini and Mr. De Shazer preached 
Christ to them. Afterwards there was an 
orderly distribution of New Testaments 
to these multitudes. 

A recent campaign has been held un- 
der majestic Fuji mountain in the cities 
of Shizuoka with many conversicns. 
Among these was a tea merchant who in 
the last war was lieutenant-commander 
in the Japanese navy. Chaplain Stemple 
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in Korea writes, “I have never seen our 
Army men so eager to receive New Tes- 
taments.” Gil Dodds and Jack Wyrtzen 
have been preaching in the stadiums of 
Japan. Now the Pocket Testament 
League is planning Scripture distribution 
among the three million draftees in the 
Unitet States. These men will be 
younger than any previous recruits in 
the service. Mr. Eugene Palmer has been 
traveling from camp to camp 
with his unique message and winning 
personality and the Lord has blessed his 
ministry with hundreds of conversions. 


Why not pray to Mary?—Mr. G. R. 
MacFaul gives which are not 
stated elsewhere, so far as one knows — 
these, for example: 

1. Because God’s Word teaches that the 
saints are at rest. “Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth: 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours.” “The Priest of Ars,” 
on the contrary, writes: “The holy vir- 
gin, as long as the world lasts, is pulled 
on all sides. She is like a mother who 
has many children, constantly going 
frcm one to another.” 

2. Because Mary failed every time she 
attempted to plead with Christ on earth, 
Christ never yielded to her influence, 
and whenever she attempted to influence 
Him she failed (1) Luke 2:48, 49; (2) 
Mark 3:31, 33; (3) John 2:3, 4. 

3. Mary would have to possess all the 
attributes of God to hear and answer the 
millions of prayers that are addressed 
to her. There are four hundred million 
Catholics in the world. She would have 
to be omnipresent to hear their prayers, 
omniscient, infinitely wise, to decide how 
them, and omnipotent, pos- 


steadily 


reasons 


to answer 


sessing unlimited power, to bring her 
answers to fulfillment. God has never 
accepted Mary as His partner in dis- 
pensing grace. He says in Isaiah 42:8, 
“Iam the Lord: that is my name: and 


my glory will I not give to another.” 


Romish Murders.—An evangelical pas- 
tor has been killed in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
In spite of the fact that it is well known 
who the remains un- 
arrested, 

A student, Eleutero Naal, evangeliz- 
ing in Stilpech, Yucatan, was felled by 
stabbed, and left lying 


murderer is, he 


a papal stone, 


unconscious by the road. On reviving 
and seeking to flee, he was attacked 
again with knives and left unconscious 


from beatings. However, he was found 
and brought to a hospital and is at work 
again preaching the Word. 

A Canadian has contributed a thou- 
sand dollars to erect a little chapel in 
Bolivia as a memorial to Norman Dabbs 
and seven other Christians, who were 
killed by Bolivian Romanists last year. 


Evangelism in Montana.—Christ for 
America has been urging the formation 
throughout America, 
1,800. During 


of prayer 
and there are 


groups 


now some 





the past eight years there has been much 
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encouragement in Montana, where 135 
godly pastors are linked in a fellowship 
for evangelizing the state. Plans are 


out for fifty united campaigns in as 
many Montana centers from May on, in 
this spiritually destitute state. More 
than a hundred prayer groups have 


been formed. In John Zoller’s Montana 
“ampaign, capacity crowds attended at 
Anaconda, Hardin, Billings, and Sidney. 
Alvin Carlson is to lead in Helena in 
the spring. 

There has been in the past a certain 
amount of hit-and-run evangelism in the 


state. These plans aim at reaching the 
smaller places which have been by- 
passed. “It takes grace and determina- 


tion,” writes Horace F. Dean to stay on 
until fruit ripens. I saw things in Mcn- 


tana that I would not have believed 
existed—in smaller towns faithful men 
of God pastoring little, struggling 


churches, where no love for the pastor 
seems to exist. Here was one splendid 
servant of Christ, a gifted Bible teacher 
and pastor with a heart for souls, labor- 
ing hours*each day in a garage to help 


maintain his family. His wife works 
with the children of the village, and 
they are winning out in this way. An- 


other man of God, with wife and five 
children, in a prosperous farming dis- 
trict, has had to go back to carpenter- 
ing in order to get by. A third, in one 
of the richest cities of the state, has had 
to return to his plumbing trade for the 
same reason.” Such are conditions in 
Montana! 


Answers to Prayer.—From the perse- 
cution in Colombia, one writes: 

“One of our young men was recently 
seized by government soldiers in the 
plains of Casanare, near the former site 
of Bethel. When he could not give in- 
formation about the location of the rev- 
olutionary troops, he was shot, the bul- 
let passing above the heart and coming 
out near the spinal column. Then the 
soldier put his foot on the prone body 
and jabbed him six times near the heart 
with his bayonet and he was left for 
dead. This boy is an earnest believer, and 
lifted his heart in prayer to the Lord, 


who gave strength. The boy rose, 
walked, fell again, until he reached a 
main road at a distance of 800 feet, 


where a young man found him and car- 
ried him to a believer’s house. The pas- 
tor was called and believers went to 
prayer. After fifteen minutes the un- 
conscious boy sat up in bed, and from 
then on the hand of God was on him 
in a miraculous way, so that he lives to 
praise God.” 

William Hacquist of the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission tells a story of escape 
in Boxer days. They had traveled six 
days and had come to a point where 
they must choose by land or river for 
further travel. But, because of drought, 
there was no water in the Han River 
at the time. Further, their carriers and 
escort refused to travel other than on 
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the land route. So a prayer meeting 
was called in a native inn to ask God’s 
guidance, 

They felt led to procure two large 


flat-bottom river boats, bought food, and 
placed it with their baggage on board. 


But there was no water. “The place 
where we stayed was surrounded by 
high hills. As we prayed and waited, 
in about midafternoon, heavy dark 


clouds came over the hilltops, and from 
them came down the heaviest 
rain I heve ever seen. It really looked 
like a clcudburst. In a very short time 
the river was filled with 
we could release the boats and 
float the river. We later 
why we were led not to travel by land 
In a mountain pass several hundred ban- 
God sent 


pouring 


bed water, so 
nicels 


down learned 


dits were waiting to kill us 


us the safe way.” 


The Evangelical Library, 78 Chiltern 
Street, now not only the 
largest collection of purely evangelical 
theology existing — over 100,000 volumes 
— but it already has branches tc the num- 
ber of fifty throughout the 
ginning with Amsterdam; Bournemouth; 
Bombay; Bozum, French Equatorial Af- 


London, is 


world, be- 


rica; and ending with Warsaw: Wairio, 
New Zealand: and Zurich. Yet it only 


six years old. Nearly every main coun- 
try is represented 


creasing rapidly, 


Membership is in- 
both at and 
abroad, the yearly income having risen 
from £462 in 1944 to £2,141 in 1950. 

There is an inner circle of supporters 
called the Friends of the Evangelical 
Library. Minimal subscription is 7 
shillings 6 pence per member, books be- 
The postal serv- 


home 


ing available by post. 
ice is entirely maintained by voluntary 
helpers who have other personal respon- 
sibilities. Bulletin No. 10 notes that 
“since our last Bulletin, branches have 
been established in Aix-en-Provence, 
Belfast, Bristol, Cologne, Frankfurt, Gar- 
denstown, Hong Kong, Montreal, Srin- 
agar, Toronto, Veedesburg, and Zurich. In 
this way, worth-while evangelical liter- 
ature is being circulated in all parts of 
the world. New accessions are constantly 
coming in, one of 4,000 volumes from the 
Rev. Edward Barton, and a small, but 
choice, collection of beautifully 
books from General Biddulph, which in- 
cluded a complete set of John Newton’s 
works in one of which is an autograph 
note by Newton himself. 


bound 


At the annual meeting, under the pres- 
idency of Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones, an 
admirable lecture was given on “The 
Practical Writings of the English Puri- 
tans,” an arresting picture of the power 
of the Puritan writers in relation t 
“They were, and remain, the 


mod. 


ern needs. 


experts of a theology which distilled 
doctrine into practise and raised the 
condition of church and state until it 
became a spiritual force and example 


to be wondered at throughout the world, 
Baxter, Goodwin, Sibbes, Robert Leighe 
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ton, and Thomas Boston spoke with a 
voice which could be heard today.” 

Why can we not have a similar library, 
or group of libraries, in the United 
States and federated with that in Lon- 
don? 


Wheaton College is a David among 
the academic Goliaths, but its loyalty 
to Christ has been vindicated by its 
graduates. William Graham was trained 
there. also Torrey Johnson, Robert Cook, 
and Herbert Jauchen, all Youth for 
Christ leaders, and Chaplain Willard. In 
the educational field it is represented by 
Dr. Paine, president of Houghton Col- 
lege, Dr. Lewis, president of Gordon Col- 
lege, Dr. Carl Henry of Fuller Seminary, 
Dr. Olsen, dean of the Medical School 
of the University of Illinois. Another of 
its boys is a member of the personal 
bodyguard of General Eisenhower. 

One cannot but compare such men 
with the pampered, mission-financed 
professors and students of Yenching 
University. During the war Modern- 
ist missionaries and their disciples, in 
Japan, with the conniving home boards, 
surrendered to Shintoism and con- 
sented to bowing to heathen shrines, 
including shrines of the god-emperor. 
In China the present government is 
godless, but a similar surrender is being 
made again by the children of theolog- 
ical Modernism. Time for April 2 tells 
of “self-accusation meetings” of profes- 
sors and students at Yenching. The ac- 
cusations were as much, if not more, 
against the nation to whom they owe 
so much as against themselves. “I 
wanted to be an American and was 
greatly pleased when people said I re- 
sembled an American. Such is the evil 
influence of American imperialist aggres- 
sion,” ete., in a gamut of anti-American 
recrimination, 

And such is the spineless, weak-kneed 
character developed in mission colleges, 
when “captured” by liberal theology. 
For Chinese Christian heroes one goes 
to the peasantry ! 


Ethiopia. — Roadside evangelism in 
Ethiopia is reported on by Mr. A, E, S. 
Hurd. “A fairly well-educated man 
stopped to listen. When I passed, he 
remarked to people around that Christ 
did not receive sinners, but that we 
had to bring works to commend our- 
selves before He would have anything 
to do with us. I showed him Matthew 
11:28, ‘Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden.’ 

“He demurred at first. ‘It doesn’t speak 
about sinners.’ ‘But it cannot be loads 
of firewood, or of grain, that our Lord 
speaks. When a man is tired he can put 
those off him. But what about the bur- 
den of sin or of a bad conscience. That’s 
a weight that cannot be taken off and 
dumped by the roadside.’ 

“*Yes.” he said thoughtfully, ‘that is 
true. Now I think I understand.’ Then, 


taking a pencil out of his pocket he 
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added, ‘Tell me where that verse is in 
the Bible.’ 

Martin Flad was a notable German 
missionary pioneer in Abyssinia in the 
last century and especially among the 
Falashas, or Black Jews, of Abyssinia. 
Mrs. Mary Mackenzie of the Bible 
Churchmen’s Mission in Ethiopia has 
just published a “Hymn of Praise” writ- 
ten by one of his early converts: 

Come gather together, let us eat 

Round the bountiful and holy table. 

For Christ, our Passover, is slain for me, 

To save us, to set us free from death. 

Hallelujah ! 

When we eat His Passover 

Let it be in faith (not doubting) 

With our loins girded, by the love of thy 

Spirit, 
That we may pass the river of death. 
Hallelujah ! 

In place of the old leaven 

Let us place the new leaven within, 

For we have been commanded to eat 

before it ferments. 

Christ, our Passover. Hallelujah ! 

Eating the lamb, your people passed over 

in strength, 

During the night by light, by day by 

cloud. 

He ciu ed us to pass over by the glory 

of His blood. Hallelujah ! 

You left Your highest glory, 

In the mystery of the Godhead. 

Thou wast faultless, but we are full of 

blame. 

Thou wast crucified with the _ thieves. 

Hallelujah ! 

Thou hast died for all of us, for all the 

dwellers upon earth. 

Since Thou wast crucified for me, 

I am with Thee, nothing can cause me 

to fear the great enemy. Hallelujah ! 
Notice the unexpected “gave himself for 
me” of Paul, at the beginning and end. 

Mr. W. G. Playfair of the Sudan In- 
terior Mission in Ethiopia reports 
marked revival. In 1943 there were 100 
churches in the Walamo area, 35 in 
the Gudeila district, and 20 in the Kam- 
batta tribe, with a total membership of 
20,000. In 1947 the number had risen to 
30,000; now they are coming in by thou- 
sands. Rome thought to do mission 
work in Abyssinia through mighty Mus- 
solini. God has chosen the weak things, 
for the twenty churches among the Kam- 
battas owe their founding to the apos- 
tolic labors of four widows! 

So in Formosa. A German exchange 
mentions an extensive movement in one 
part of the Island which has resulted 
from the Bible readings of a woman 
traveling from village to village. Six- 
teen native pastors, in as many churches 
of bamboo and straw, are ministering 
the Word to her converts. 


The death of Dr. W. Russell Maltby 
removes a minister of great usefulness 
in English Methodism. The late Arch- 
bishop Temple said of him that, without 
exception, he had most power in preach- 
ing to students of any he had known. 
But beside this amazing ability to sway 
great audiences of undergraduates, was 
his Heaven-sent genius for dealing with 
souls. Educated men and women wrote 
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to him and came to see him from all 
quarters of the United Kingdom, seek- 
ing spiritual health. 

Notable, too, was his lifework as 
warden of the Wesley Deaconess Col- 
lege. Here he was administrator, edu- 
cator, and guide. One of these deacon- 
esses, Dr. Dorothy Farrar, writes of him, 
“He gave us the beautifully constructed 
Ordination Service for Deaconesses in 
the Book of Offices, which gives one 
the sense of listening to a symphony.” 
He raised money for a foundation fund 
for sisters in retirement after a life of 
service. “He would never go near a 
place where a deaconess was working, 
without trying to see her, and many a 
hard-pressed Sister felt as though help 
had come when he walked unexpectedly 
into her mission.” 

It was probably the life-long associa- 
tion with women in their Christian tes- 
timony which made him an: outstanding 
ac'vocate of the admission of women to 
the ministry. 


Worldwide Dominion tells of an en- 
couraging movement among the Copts 
of Egypt, the formation of 439 societies 
for reform, religious education, and 
preaching, which have the support of 
the well-to-do in the Coptic community. 
There are flourishing Sunday schools in 
400 villages with 43,000 pupils and 2,500 
vclunteer teachers. 

Classes are graded, and there are spe- 
cial meetings for senior boys and girls 
and university students. The lessons are 
based on chapters of the Gospel, read 
in the daily church services. “One can- 
not help being impressed by the regu- 
lar attendance, the attention, and the 
methods used to make the teaching in- 
teresting. The Sunday school committees 
are also doing a considerable work in 
the way of care of poor children, even 
to opening orphanages.” 

Hundreds of thousands of leaflets, 
phtographs, and Sunday school lessons 
have been printed, and hundreds of 
books, together with a very good Sun- 
day school magazine. Annual confer- 
ences are held in Cairo, Alexandria, and 
Assiout, and a training institute has 
been opened for teacher training. 

This is encouraging, but there is 
enough that is not so. By economic and 
political pressure, from 600 to 2,000 Copts 
are forced into Islam each month against 
their will. Although there are two mil- 
lion Copts, there are only ten Copts in 
the Egyptian Parliament, whereas there 
should be thirty. The Islamic majority 
is constantly diminishing their rights. 
Thus they have recently appointed a 
Moslem as head of the Coptic Museum, 
to the intense indignation of the Copts. 

Moslem pressure in the Near East 
can perhaps be best countered by co- 
operation of the Christian state of Leb- 
anon with Israeli. This combination to 
insure toleration and progress in the face 
of Islamic ignorance and bigotry is a 
much desired step. 
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VI. The Indwelling Christ 
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The reality of His mighty working in the hearts of believers 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


The concluding article in Dr. Soltau’s series of seven will be published 


next week. 


The articles are being reprinted in a booklet, which may 


be had at 20 cents a copy from the First Evangelical Church, 2693 Union 
Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 


E HAVE already been thinking on 

a number of phases of the subject 
“Christ in Us,” and have considered “His 
Presence,” “His Life,” “His Power,” “His 
Likeness,” and “His Revelation” in us. 
We will now consider still ancther phase 
of the indwelling Christ, namely, “His 
Working in Us.” Again we turn to Paul's 
Letter to the Galatians for a verse that 


introduces this great reality. In the 
second chapter and eighth verse he 


writes, “For he that wrought effectually 
in Peter to the apostleship of the cir- 
cumcision, the same was mighty in me 
toward the Gentiles.” In this Letter, 
Paul was writing to people, many of 
whom he had led to faith in Christ 
Jesus. After his departure. however, 
false teachers had come in, seeking to 
undermine Paul’s teaching of salvation 
by faith, and to accuse Paul of being 
an upstart who had never seen the Lord 
and was not a true apostle but an im- 
poster. The word comes to him that 
many of his former converts in Galatia 
were on the point of being led astray, 
and so he writes this epistle to them 
under the pressure of the urgency of 
the occasion and the great danger that 
his friends were facing. This Epistle 
to the Galatians is a wonderful setting 
forth of the very heart of the Gospel, 
namely, that salvation is received, not 
as the result of conduct or character, 
but by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and in Him alone. 

In the passage from which the above 
verse is taken, Paul is defending his 
authority as an apostle so that there 
might be no room for doubt in the 
minds of his readers as to the truth and 
reality of the Gospel that he had so 
courageously and clearly proclaimed to 
them. As part of the evidence of his 
authority, he points out the fact that 
they ell knew so well, that just as the 
Lord had worked effectually in Peter, 
who was the outstanding apostle to the 
Jews, so also the same Lord had been 
mighty in Paul toward the Gentiles. To 
be “mighty” means of course that His 
divine power had worked mightily in 
Paul and had used him as a most ef- 
fective instrument of God among the 
heathen people, who, up to that time, 
had had no understanding or knowl- 
edge of the one true God, and had been 
living in terrible superstition and idol- 
atry of all kinds. 
immediately arises in 
how the Lord had 


The question 
our minds as to 


worked in Paul’s heart and life, and 
how His working was made manifest 
before others. The answer to this ques- 
tion is not difficult to find, and a care- 
ful reading of the New Testament will 
reveal several ways in which the Lord 
works in the heart and life of any one 
of whom He has taken possession. As 
we are thinking of them, we should re- 
mind ourselves that what He did in the 
lives of those who are mentioned in the 
New Testament He is ready and wil'ing 
to do today in the heart and life of every 
true child of His. 

If we turn to 


Paul’s Letter to the 








Still 
By H. Cockrell 
Exodus 14:13; Ruth 3:18; Psalm 46:10 
— still.” redeemed of God, 
when circumstances, 
Like Pihahiroth’s mountains, shut you 
in; 
When anxious thoughts, like Pharaoh's 
hosts, press on you 


To harass your faint heart by fears 
within; 
When trouble, like the Red Sea, locms 


before you, 
Be not afraid, the might of God will 
win: 
“Stand still.” 
“Sit still,” beloved of God, if you would 


enter 
Your rich inheritance in Christ, your 

rest 
Which He for you so graciously has 


purchased 
By His own blood, the purest and the 


best; 
Down at the feet of your more loving 
Boaz, 
The Lord, who longs to grant you your 
request, 


“Sit still.” 


“Be still.” children 
around you 
The noise of Babel 
peace; 
maddening rush, this 
human progress, 
So long foretold, shall yet the more 


of God, when all 
overcomes your 


This vaunted 


increase; 
But He who sits upon the throne is 
ruling, 
And in His time will bid the rush to 
cease: 


“Be still.” 
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Philippians, we shall find several refer- 
ences made to the working of the Lord, 
In the first chapter of that Letter Paul 
voices his absolute confidence that “he 
who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Jesus Chrisi.” 
This verse indicates that Paul realized 
that the Lord had begun work in the 
heart of each one of those friends of 
his in Philippi, just as He had in Paul's 
own life. When, as the result of a per- 
sonal transaction with the Lord, His 
divine life is transplanted into a man’s 
heart, something is certain to take place. 
Spiritual life and growth begin at onve 
and that introduces changes in every 
area in that man’s life and activity. Old 
habits and interests are broken up and 
discarded, and new habits are formed 
and new interests are taken on. All of 
these have as their underlying motive 
the glory of God and the fulfillment of 
His will. 

In one of my previous articles I re- 
minded you that God has a very com- 
prehensive and detailed plan for each 
one cf His children. It is a plan that 
covers every phase and activity of our 
lives, and is perfectly suited to our in- 
dividual needs and capacities. The 
measure of real success and satisfaction 
that you and I, as Christians, will en- 
joy in living will be in exact proportion 
to the degree in which that plan is car- 
ried out in us. When Paul spoke of 
the Holy Spirit as being “mighty” in him 
“toward the Gentiles,” he meant that 
the presence and the power of the Lord 
in his own heart were so manifest that 
he realized that the Lord was accom- 
plishing mighty things in and through 
him among the Gentiles to the fulfill- 
ment of His gracious purposes. 

Had not Paul made it very clear as 
to how this great experience is to be 
carried on in us and carried on by the 
Lord Himself, we would very easily be- 
come discouraged and say, “Well, that 
is a magnificent ideal, but like so many 
other ideals it is completely beyond any 
possibility of attainment.” But Paul 
writes, “Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling.” By this he 
means that we are so to live in an atti- 
tude of reverence before God that the 
reality of God’s great salvation, which 
we have received as His free gift in 
our hearts, may be worked out and he 
manifest in all our conduct and con- 
versation. He then goes on to say, “For 
it is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do according to His good 
pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). 

These last words contain the secret 
and the process by which the working 
of God is carried on in our lives. If 
we should paraphrase them into modern 
speech, we would say, “God is working 
in your hearts to make you want to do 
and then to give you the power neces- 
sary to enable you to fulfill His perfeect 
will and purpose for each one of you.” 

(Continued on page 710) 








700 (8) * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 





August 11, 195] 


LESSON 9. AUGUST 26. THE CHRISTIAN’S RESPONSIBILITY IN PUBLIC LIFE 


Matthew 5:13-16; 13:33; Luke 19:1-10; Acts 5:25-29; 1 Peter 3:13-18; printed text, Matthew 5:13-16; 


13:33; Acts 5:25-29; 1 Peter 3:13-16 


Golden Text.—We ought to obey God rather than men.—Acts 5:29 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt 


have lost his savour, wherewith shall 


thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 


trodden under foot of men. 
14 Ye are the light of the world. 
hill cannot be hid. 


15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are 


in the house. 


16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
he unto them; The 


13:33 Another parable spake 


heaven is like unto 


Chap. 
kingdom of 


leavened. 
Acts 5: 


the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, 


and teaching the people. 


26 Then went the captain with the officers, and brought 
them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they 


should have been stoned, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


O MAN is utterly wanting in in- 
fluence on others. For good or 
bad, we are affecting other lives 


more than we know. Sometimes the 
most casual contact leaves an impress 
that determines the whole current of a 
life. This is especially true of the Chris- 
tian, because of the spiritual forces at 
work in and through him, and because 
of the great and eternal issues at stake. 

The fact that Christ our Lord has 
called us both salt and light indicates 
that He has committed to us a powerful 
ministry of influence and established in 
us the forces to realize that ministry. 
By the operation of the Holy Spirit, the 
permeating quality of salt and the dif- 
fusing character of light should mark our 
testimony. It is for us, by submission to 
the control of the Holy Spirit, and by 
much waiting upon God, to see that these 
qualities are maintained, and that we 
fulfill our God-appointed functions, 

How terrible if, instead of being salt 
and light, we should turn out to be 
leaven in the church of God, introducing 
an element of corruption leading to a 
breakdown in the testimony of Christ! 
The thought should humble us, and cast 
us in dependence upon the Lord. A 
thousand times better to be salt and light 
faced by the hatred and opposition of 
the world than to be leaven well spoken 
of by the enemies of our Lord. 


A city that is set on an 


leaven, 
took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was 


5:25 Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, 


27 And when they had brought them, they set them before 


the council: 
it be salted? it is 


and the high priest asked them, 
28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should 
not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jeru- 


salem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s 


blood upon us, 


29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 


We ought to obey God rather than men. 


1 Pet. 3:13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be 


which a woman 


followers of that which is good? 
14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are 
ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 


reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 


16 Having a 


Lessons based on 


good conscience; 
evil of you, as of evildoers. they may be ashamed that falsely 
accuse your good conversation 


national Bible Lessons for Christian 


that, whereas they speak 


in Christ 


International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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The passage dealing with salt and 
light is part of what we call the Sermon 
on the Mount, delivered during our 
Lord’s early ministry in Galilee. The 
incident in Acts 5:25-29 took plaee in 
Jerusalem. It was the apostles’ second 
hearing before the Sanhedrin, the first 
being subsequent to the healing of the 
lame man at the Gate Beautiful. The 
refusal of the apostles to desist, and the 
increasing popularity of their teaching, 
stirred the leaders to action, and even 
the miraculous deliverance of the apos- 
tles from prison did not convince these 
murderers of the Lord Jesus that they 
were fighting against God (Acts 5:39). 

The world welcomes neither the salt 
nor the light of Christian testimony, and 
Peter, in the lesson portion from his first 
Epistle, is reminding the Hebrew Chris- 
tians of Asia Minor that they must be 
ready for suffering in the cause of right- 
eousness, challenging them to let their 
good behavior be the effectual answer 
to their critics and detractors. His coun- 
sel holds for us today. Our first respon- 
sibility in public life is to maintain a 
good witness for Jesus Christ, not by 
word only, but by good works. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 5:13—“Salt _ . . good for noth- 
ing.” The footnote in the Berkeley Ver- 
sion is: “As salt has preserving power, 
keeping meat from utterly spoiling, so 
do Christians keep the world from be- 
coming too wicked to exist and human 
life too unhappy to enjoy.” In addition 
to that, think of the flavoring quality 


of salt. A battery can be recharged, but 
salt cannot be resalted. It is elemental. 
When salt in Eastern ovens became dead 
through long exposure to the fire, it was 
thrown out on the roadway (see S. S. T.. 
Sept. 28, 1935, p. 618). When a Christian 
loses the “sweet savour of Christ,” his 
usefulness is gone. 

Verse 14.—“The light of the world. A 
city that .. . cannot be hid.” Compare 
John 8:12 and Mark 7:24. It is as He 
lives in us that we can give light, for 
we only pass along the light which He 
gives us. We are light-reflectors, or 
light-bearers. One reason Christians are 
so easy to “catch” in days of 
tion is that they cannot successfully go 
underground. The Christian life is too 
apparent to hide, like the city on the 
hill. 

Verse 15—“‘A candle under a 
bushel . . on a candlestic’.” Put un- 
der a bushel, a candle will either burn 
the bushel or go out. A Christian like 
Billy Bray would burn the bushel. Some 
less fervent among us would go out in 
lost testimony, lost communion. Others 
are looking to us to lithten their dark- 
ness from the light which we have re- 
ceived. We dare not disappoint them. 


persecu- 


Verse 16.—“See your good works, and 
glorify your Father.” The trouble is, we 
want men to see our good works, and 
glorify us! In that case it is not our 
light which we are letting shine, but 
our own sparks. 

Chap. 13:33.—“Leaven . 
measures of meal, till the 
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Lesson for August 26 


leavened.” Doubtless the lesson commit- 
tee intended us to think of the leaven 
in terms of the Christians’ ministry in 
the world, like salt and light. The ef- 
fect of Christian testimony on a com- 
munity is not to be despised, but we 
generally regard leaven as a symbol of 
corruption. Our Lord so used it in Mat- 
thew 16:6 and Luke 12:1. (See also 1 
Cor. 5:6-8.) Certainly Christendom is 
permeated with corrupting influences, 
false doctrines; and the like. 

Acts 5:25.—“The men whom ye put in 
vrison are . , , teaching the people.” 
Peter and John were candles that burned 
threugh every bushel with which men 
tried to smother them. A night in jail 
lid not dampen their spirit, especially 
when they had angelic rescuers. They 
did not say, “We were nearly finished 
hat time, so we had better go a bit 
more carefully,” but rather, “If God has 
commissioned His angels to take care of 
us, let us keep up the good work.” They 
yyeyed orders (v. 20). 

Verse 26.—“Brought them without vio- 
‘ence: for they feared the people.” The 
clearer judgment of the common people 
has often been a check on prejudiced 
leaders. We can picture the officers 
meekly inviting the apostles to a confer- 
ence with the Sanhedrin instead of ar- 
resting them! 

Verse 27.—“They set them before the 
council.” This was the supreme council 
of Is: xel, the same that condemned Jesus 
to death. 

Verse 28.—“Did not we straitly com- 
mand you . . . and, behold, ye have 
filled Jerusalem . . , this man’s blood 
unon us.” The apostles’ challenge in 
Acts 4:19 had not convinced the Sanhe- 
drin. Their authority was being effec- 
tively flouted. They found themselves 
trying to stop the tide of the ocean. They 
seem more afraid of “this man’s blood” 
now than in Matthew 27:25 (a cry doubt- 
less inspired by the chief priests, as in 
verse 20). This was more than a pre- 
sentiment; it was prophetic of the judg- 
ment of A.D. 70, when the Jewish insti- 
tutions were swept away. 

Verse 29.—“We ought to obey God 
rather than men.” In Acts 4:19 the apos- 
tles appealed to the judgment of the 
Sanhedrin. Here they make a categor- 
ical statement. When human commands 
and divine commands clash, the divine 
must have prior obedience. 


1 Pet. 3:13.—“‘And who .. . will harm 
you .. . followers of . . . good?” Read 
“zealots” for “followers.” A passion for 
goodness is a strong safeguard against 
harm, 

Verse 14—‘“Suffer for righteousness’ 
sake.” Verse 13 does not promise im- 
munity, for although we shall escape 
much sorrow in the way of righteous- 
ess, nevertheless in a world opposed to 
righteousness we may expect suffering 
in the good cause. In such case we are 
to consider ourselves fortunate! See 
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Last Week's Lesson 
8. August 19.—The Christian’s Respect 
for Law. Luke 20:19-26; Acts 22: 
22-29; 23:23-27; Romans 13:1-7; 
1 Peter 2:13-17 


Next Week's Lesson 


10. September 2.—Christian Relations 
Among Races. John 4:4-14; Acts 
10:25-28; Colossians 3:11 








Matthew 5:10-12. “And be not afraid 
of their terror.” Do not let fear of 
adversaries grip you so as to disturb the 
equanimity of your spirit. (See Matt. 
10: 28-31.) 

Verse 15.—“But sanctify the Lord ,.. 
and be ready always to give an answer.” 
Set Christ apart from all others as Lord 
of all in your heart. He cannot be one 
of many sharing your allegiance. With 
the heart so fixed and united, aim at 
such a clear understanding of your faith 
and hope in Him that you will be ready 
with a reasonable declaration for those 
who inquire. The manner of our state- 
ment is as important as the matter of it: 
it must be given in all meekness and 
in the fear of God, 

Verse 16.—“Having a good conscience; 
that . . . they may be ashamed.” Our 
statements may be full of reason and as- 
surance, but unless they are backed by 
conduct worthy of Christ, they will ac- 
complish little. On the other hand, even 
our detractors will be condemned in 
their own hearts if our conduct con- 
sistently gives the lie to their charges. 
We must not allow opposition to betray 
us into bad behavior. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Every Christian is expected to have 
some impact on those around him. If 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW many meanings for salt have we 
learned in the lesson? 

2. What is the spiritual significance of 
the salt losing its savor? 

3. In what sense can we share with 
Christ the title, The Light of the World? 

4. What city is brought to mind in 
Christ’s reference to “a city that is set 
on an hill’? 

5. How can Matthew 5:16 be recon- 
ciled with chapter 6:3? 

6. How does the action of salt differ 
from that of leaven? 

7. What event of history realized the 
fear of the Sanhedrin? (Acts 5:28.) 

8. How does Acts 5:29 differ from Acts 
4:19? 

9. What would be your answer to the 
question of 1 Peter 3:13? 

10. What two classes of men, accord- 
ing to Peter, are to be answered with an 
effective testimony? 

(Answers on page 707) 
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it is not so, there is something seriously 
wrong with his spiritual condition. Ou 
Lord likens the Christian’s influence to 
the action of salt and light. Both of 
these operate withcut noise or sensa- 
tion, but very effectively. As salt is a 
deterrent to corruption and a _ basic 
sweetener of foods otherwise wanting in 
flavor, so the Christian must be a living 


rebuke to evil, and diffuse “a sweet 
savour of Christ” (2 Cor. 2:15). When 
men are ashamed of their talk and 


change the subject on the approach of a 
Christian, the salt is working. When 
somebody’s drab, dull life takes on new 
zest through the testimony of a Chris- 
tian friend, the salt is working. 

As light, we are to guide others in the 
way of truth and life. And how are we 
to do it? It is noticeable that our Lcrd 
did not say, “Let your light so shire 
before men, that they may hear your 
good words, and glorify your Father 
which is in Heaven”! No, this is where 
good works come in. The words of tes- 
timony will be luminous and effective 
when they have the backing of works 
which glorify the Father. 

The apostles were effective as salt 
and light because they did not become 
savorless and dim in their testimony 
through compromise and easy yielding to 
the influences around them. “We ought 
to obey God rather than men” was the 
determining factor in their conduct, and 
it made them a terror to evildoers and 
a rock of strength to those who souht 
the Lord. Despite all that the Sanhe- 
drin could do, Jerusalem was filled wi'h 
the teaching of these few men who dared 
to stand for God against all threats. We 
need more salt-and-light men. 

Out of long experience Peter teaches 
us the same lessons. The cause of goo? 
needs zealots, not half-hearted waverers 
—men who will not whine over every 
little discouragement, but who will take 
it as a token of blessedness when they 
suffer in the way of righteousness, Only 
as Christ is given sovereign sway can we 
be such men, and only then shall we 
have a testimony that both convinces 
the inquirer and confutes the critic. See 
how the good werks of Matthew 5:16 
are matched by the good conduct of 1 
Peter 3:16. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. Expressions of Christian effectiveness 
(Matt. 5:13, 14) 

2. Example of Christian 
(Acts 5:28, 29) 

3. Exposition of Christian effectiveness 
(1 Pet, 3:15, 16). 


effectiveness 


Topics for Development 

Salt, Salt played an important part 
in the offerings of Israel. See espe- 
cially Leviticus 2:13 and Numbers 18:19. 
The salt was a token of the covenant 
between God and His people, and there- 
fore symbolized faithfulness. To this 
day Arabs cling to the sanctity of salt 
in the sealing of a covenant, so that to 
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partake of an Arab’s salt is to be bound 
by a covenant of friendship. 

There was an old Scottish custom that 
when a young couple entered their new 
home, a representative, carrying a Bible 
and a dish of salt on top of it, preceded 
them and took possession of the house 
in their name. Part of the ritual was to 
sprinkle the salt from the top of the 
Bible around, to signify that the life of 
the home was to be ordered according 
to the teachings of the Book. The home 
was to have a Bible flavor. Let us see 
that our lives do not lack the salt of 
the savor of Christ. 

Zacchaeus, The unprinted portion of 
our lesson (Luke 19:1-10) tells the story 
of one whose meeting with the Saviour 
made him immediately conscious of his 
obligation to righteousness, and all the 
more so since his former life had been 
very much in the other direction. While 
the critics were lifting their eyebrows 
at the very idea of Jesus’ becoming the 
guest of such a notorious sinner, the good 
works which glorify God (Matt. 5:16) 
and confuse the critics (1 Pet. 3:16) be- 
gan to appear. Restitution for former 
wrongs was undertaken “fourfold,” and 
a fivefold tithe was dedicated to the 
care of the needy. This was such a 
demonstration of a saving work of God 
that Jesus joyfully pointed to Zacchaeus 
as an example of His redemptive mis- 
sion. 


Personal Applications 

Being the salt of the earth does not 
mean having a salty disposition (Matt. 
5:13). 

The salt of the covenant is good pro- 
tection against the leaven of corruption. 

Let your light so shine that it will 
guide men, not blind them (v. 16). 

Opposition is not the signal to quit 
(Acts 5:25). 

Obedience to God is always a first 
duty (v. 29). 

It will do us no harm to be hurt in the 
cause of the good (1 Pet. 3:13). 

Have you ever thanked God for the 
good fortune of suffering “for righteous- 
ness’ sake”? (v. 14.) 

Sanctify Christ as your Lord, and He 
will sanctify you as His s¢rvant (v, 15). 


Golden Text 

Acts 5:29.—‘“We ought to obey God 
rather than men.” We never truly serve 
men by indulging their demands at the 
expense of obedience to God. The men 
who have refused to bow are the world’s 
sreatest benefactors. A bent reed never 
supported any great cause. 

WHEATON, ILL, 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


THE. SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 


“Praise Him!. Praise Him!” 
“Trust and Obey” 
“Fight the Good Fight” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
thank Thee, our Father, for all who have 
put Thee first and have fought and 
toiled for God’s truth and man’s good. 
We owe so much to such brave serv- 
ants of Thine, and we ask for their 
spirit of faithfulness. Make us concerned 
about the evils around us that ruin lives, 
Give us the courage of our Christian 
convictions. Show us how to fight the 
good fight wisely and well in our day. 
Use our study here now to stir us up 
to be strong and earnest in living for 
the right and opposing the wrong. Be 
near to any of Thy people who are op- 
posed or persecuted for their loyalty 
to Thee. Cheer the _ disheartened, 
strengthen the weak, heal the sick, and 
comfort the sad. Cleanse and revive 
Thy Church in all the earth, and draw 
sinners everywhere to repent and trust 
the Saviour. Guide our rulers, speak 
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peace to the nations, and speed Thy 
Kingdom's coming, for the sake of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—The ancient Jews 
in Palestine found salt very necessary. 
In their warm climate it was greatly 
needed to keep food from spoiling. To 
His Jewish disciples our Lord said, “Ye 
are the salt of the earth.” He meant 
they were to produce an effect like salt, 
to be a preserving influence keeping so- 
ciety from going utterly bad. But He 
warned them against becoming like salt 
that had lost its saltiness and was fit 








only to be thrown out. When Chris- 
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tians close their eyes to evil and make 
no protest, when they do as the world 
does, they lose their salty tang. Then 
they are of no more use in keeping 
things wholesome than salt that has lost 
its savor. We must be willing to be un- 
popular rather than gloss over wrong. 
We must oppose unwholesome and cor- 
























“For God 
SO LOVED” 


CJOHN 3:16.) 














"REASONABLE SERVICE" 2:5 


The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
churches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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Lesson for August 25 


rupting things. We must take sides with 
God against evil, even though it gets 
us into trouble and stirs up opposition. 
Dr. Samuel Chadwick was a great 
Methodist preacher of Leeds, England. 
As a young minister he preached in a 
place called Clydebank when it was 
growing fast. Young Chadwick was 
concerned when applications were made 
to license five liquor saloons in Clyde- 
bank. There was no temperance soci- 
ety in the place, so Chadwick went to 
court alone to oppose the applications. 
The lawyer for the applicants made 
much sport of the young preacher, and 
mockingly said, “I should like to ask this 
young looking shepherd, What hast thou 
done with thy few sheep in the wilder- 
ness?” On his feet at once, Chadwick 
shot back, “Don’t you trouble about my 
sheep. I'm after the wolf today!” Let 
us pray to be as strong and forthright 
as that in taking our stand for decency, 
purity, temperance, truth, and honor. 
Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


w 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Ye are the salt of the earth 
(Matt. 5:13).—Salt was procured by the 


Jews from the Dead Sea, either from 
the immense mountain of salt at its 
southwest extremity, or from that de- 


posited on the shore by natural evapora- 
tion. And where did the Lord find us 
but in the Dead Sea of our trespasses 
and sins! (Eph. 2:1.) 

Salt, when used in a good sense in 
Scripture, speaks of “the energy of de- 
votedness to God which keeps out cor- 
ruption.” Salt is so “good” that if there 
had been 50. 45, 40, 30, 20, or even 10 
grains of it, so to speak, in Sodom, the 


Lord would have spared the city (see 
Gen. 18: 23-32). 
Salt is not only illustrative of dis- 


ciples, but also of grace in the heart 
(Mark 9:50); and of wisdom in speech 
(Col, 4:6), 

At the conclusion of a service re- 
cently, I listened to two Christian men 
who work for the same firm discussing 
conditions in that plant. One said it 
was the worst possible place because 
of the prevalent profanity. The other 
said: “I scarcely ever hear profanity 
in my department: and I attribute the 
absence of it to the presence of several 
influential Christians in the department. 
Their influence for good is incalculable!” 

“If the salt have lost his savour” 
(Matt. 5:13).—It is possible for salt to 
lose its savor. A traveler in Palestine 
said: “In the Valley of Salt, near 
Gebul, there is a small precipice, oc- 
casioned by the continual taking away 
of salt. In this you may see how the 
veins of it lie. I broke off a piece of 
the part that was exposed to the rain, 
sun, and air. Although it had the sparks 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and particles of salt, it had altogether 
lost its savor. The innermost, which 
had been connected with the rock, re- 
tained its saltiness.” 

I take it that response on a believer's 
part to undue exposure to worldly ele- 
ments can cause him—or her—to lose the 
pungency of testimony to Christ. The 
Lord is not raising the question whether 
or not life can be lost, but rather of 
losing that quality which hinders the 
full devlopment of evil where one is 
placed. 

The happy combination of grace and 
truth is possible, or it would never be 
enjoined upon us (Col, 4:6). We shoul’ 
be gracious, yet not dilute nor compro- 
mise the truth. 

Sir Monier-Williams was for more 
than forty years a diligent student of 
the religions of India. This eminent 
Christian scholar gave the following ad- 
vice to missionaries: “Be fair; be chari- 
table; be Christlike; but let there be no 
mistake. Let it be made absolutely clear 
that Christianity cannot, must not be 
watered down to suit the palate of the 
Hindu, Parsee, Confucianist, Buddhist, 
or Mohammedan; and that whosoever 
wishes to pass from the false religions 
to the true can never hope to do so by 
the rickety planks of compromise.” 

“Ye are the light of the world . 
(Matt, 5:14).—This does not contradict 
the fact that the Lord Jesus is the light 
of the world (John 8:12). We can re- 
flect Him. We are never called to show 
our good works, even though we are 
exhorted to do good works. Letting the 
light shine is the important thing. Faith 
in Christ works by love—hence there 
will be good works—but the light is 
needed to show they are good works. 

“I was sitting in the gloamin’ and a 
man passed the window,” said a writer 
some time ago. “He was a lamplighter. 
He pushed his pole into the lamp and 
lighted it. Then he went to another and 
another. Now I couldn’t see him. But 
I knew where he was by the lights as 
they broke out down the street, until 
he had left a beautiful avenue of light. 

“Now, I couldn’t see him. No, but 
his light could be seen. And that was 
the important thing. It was the lamp- 
lighter’s business to light the lamps, not 
to make himself seen. What matters it, 
if people take little notice of you? The 
important thing is to make them take 
notice of your light. You do not need 
to seek to be seen of men, but you do 
need to shine that men may see. ‘Let 
your light so shine that men may see 
your good works’—not you. 

“But I knew where he was by the 
light. Can people tell where you are 
by the light you kindle? Can they tell 
what you stand for?” (Evangelical Chris- 
tian.) 


“But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts” (1 Pet. 3:15).—Weymouth ren- 
ders this: “In your hearts consecrate 
Christ as Lord.” He deserves and should 


” 
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be given the highest, the supreme, the 
pre-eminent place in heart and life. 
Considering who He is, what He has 
done, and is doing, can we rest satisfied 
with anything short of Christ’s complete 
enthronement as God over all? Let us 
sing -with spirit and understanding: 
King of my life, I crown Thee now, 
Thine shall the glory be. 

I once read of a Cardinal who, in h 
will, committted his soul: “To God, to 
the most Holy Immaculate Mary, and to 
the saints.” He did not make the least 
mention of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only Saviour and Mediator! 

Had the Lord Jesus been given the 
first place in this Cardinal’s life, h« 
would not have failed to mention Him 
for “out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.” 


“Having a good conscience” (1 Pet. 3: 
16).—An old Puritan had many enemies 
because of his faithful stand in reproving 
sin. Many abusive letters were sent him, 
all of which he tied in a bundle and 
wrote on the cover: “Libels. Father, 
forgive them.” And it was his ambition 
to say: “I do not know of a person in 
the world who has done me any evil but 
I have done him good in place of it.” 


Wawona, CALIF, 


wg 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, “Please pass the salt.” 

A very common and often-used re- 
mark. And you courteously “pass the 
salt” without realizing just how much it 
means. Oh, yes, of course it makes the 
food more tasty, and if the cook has 
failed to include salt it is quite neces- 
sary in order to make your meal at all 
palatable. 

But salt has many more uses than that 
of making food tasty. In many ways it 
is a preserver, a purifier, a protector, 
a preventive. It has been actually used 
as a medium of exchange, as for instance, 
in Africa, where it is comparatively 
scarce. Missionaries tell us of purchas- 
ing chickens, eggs, and goat meat with 
salt, so highly do the natives value it. 

Salt is obtained by evaporation or 
freezing of the water of the ocean, of 
saline lakes, and springs or wells, and 
by mining in beds of rock salt. Nearly 
three per cent by weight of the ocean 
is made up of it, and beds of it are 
found in strata of all geological periods 
from the Silurian up. Wild animals ob- 
tain it at salt licks, to which they beat 
out trails. 

Thus when our Lord, in His great Ser- 
mon on the Mount, addressing His fol- 
lowers, said, “Ye are the salt of the 
earth,” He was making a statement that 
had a tremendous amount of meaning 
in it. When God’s Word uses a common 
object to illustrate a spiritual truth, you 
will find, if you think carefully, the ob- 
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ject is chosen with infinite wisdom and 
always has a deeper meaning than at 
first appears, so we do well to consider 
salt, if we are to be “the salt of the 
earth”’—if we are to be spiritually to 
our fellow man what salt is to the phys- 
ical man, . 

Usually when we discover new or 
great value attached to anything, some 
common object, as in this case salt, our 
first question is, How great is the sup- 
ply? Is it ample? How difficult or how 
easy is it to get? And here again we 
see how our Heavenly Father always 
supplies in greatest abundance the 
things we need most. Physically, our 
first and most instant need is air—air 
to breathe. Is there any way to estimate 
the supply of air, pure, sweet air, be- 
tween the earth’s surface and the strato- 
sphere? Next in importance to life is 
water. Water covers two-thirds of the 
earth’s surface, more than 100 times 
enough for all human and animal and 
insect life. Next is food—vegetables, 
bread, and meat. We are told that the 
United States alone has food production 
capacity to feed the entire world if it 
could be properly distributed. “My Ged 
shall supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,” 
Paul tells the Philippians (chap. 19). 
While the spiritual need is of first im- 
portance here, the physical is also in- 
cluded—“according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus,” who created all things, 
“For all things are your’s.. . . And ye 
are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 Cor. 
3:21, 23). 

So when our Lord said, “Ye are the 
salt of the earth,” He was laying upon 
His followers an appalling responsibility. 
It would be hopelessly appalling but 
for the equally and gloriously confirmed 
truth that when He assigns a great task, 
He also supplies in abundance every- 
thing to make possible the ability to 
perform it: all grace, all humility, all 
endurance, all faith, all power; all pur- 
pose, all determination, all perseverance, 
all consecration, all sweetness, all love. 
If our salt loses its savor, if we fail in 
the plan He has made for our lives, if 
we become useless to Him, it is our own 
fault, simply because we do not open 
our hearts and minds and wills for Him 
to occupy with the power. I saw a truck 
back up to receive a load of coal from 
the bin, but there was a cover which 
the driver failed to put aside, and two 
tons of coal tumbled out on the ground. 
Something like that can happen to us 
even while we are praying; we are not 
open for the infilling which is there 
waiting for us. 

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if 
the salt have lost his savour, where- 
with shall it be salted? it is thence- 
forth good for nothing, but to be cast 
gut, and to be trodden under foot of 
men.” 


FonTANA Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


THE CHRISTIAN’S RELATIONSHIP 
TO THE GOVERNMENT 

O YOU girls know that there is a 

time coming when this world in 
which we live will be nearly as ter- 
rible as hell? Last week we considered 
the Christian’s respect for law. When 
all the Christians now on earth are 
taken up to Heaven, then a terrible 
time will come. It is Christians in- 
dwelt by the Holy Spirit who hold back 
the powers of evil that are already in 
the world. 

Satan is the prince of this world, and 
he has many followers. When they get 
complete control of the governments of 
earth, the Great Tribulation will come. 
Violence and corruption will be the com- 
mon practices, while love and truth will 
be snuffed cut. We see something of 
this now in more than one nation of the 
earth. Think how dreadful it will be 
when all nations are completely god- 
less! 

Turn to Matthew 5:13 and find out 
to what the Lord Jesus compares His 
followers. (To salt.) Some of you are 
canning vegetables these days. What do 
you put in each jarful to preserve it? 
(Salt.) God has left some of His chil- 
dren here on earth to preserve, for the 
time being, the blessings of Christian- 
ity. The very presence of the children 
of God improves a community. Anyone 
truly born again will be a better per- 
son than he was when he was unsaved. 
If there is no change for the better in 
him, then he has never met the Lord 
Jesus. The amount of goodness in our 
country depends on the number of good 
people in it. Therefore the best thing 
we can do for our country is to bring 
more people to the Lord, 

Now read Matthew 5:14-16. Here 
Christians are called “the light of the 
werld.” Where Christ is unknown, all 
is darkness. When John G. Paton first 
went to the New Hebrides, the natives 
were killing and eating the members 
of neighboring tribes. Many times they 
planned to feast on the new mission- 
ary, but God preserved him. After many 
of them had been saved, cannibalism 
was abolished. One of my brothers was 
stationed in the New Hebrides during 
the last world war. We sometimes said 
to one another, “It is a good thing for 
him that the Gospel reached those 
islands before he did, otherwise he might 
have furnished a dinner for the natives.” 

How can we shine for the Lord here 
in our own community? Verse 16 tells 
us. (By doing good works.) Yes, we 


must do good works and be sure to give 
the credit to God, so that others will 
want to know Him, too. 

I know a Christian woman who con- 
stantly watches for opportunities to do 
good in her community. 


She makes 
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little dainties for the sick, she sews or 
mends for poor overworked mothers, 
and tries to comfort anyone in trouble. 
Sometimes someone says to her, “You 
are so good, Mrs. She always 
answers, “Oh, no, I’m not good, but I 
have a wonderful Saviour,” or something 
to that effect. By this faithful shining 
for Christ she has won many people 
to Him. How many, we will not know 
till we meet them all in Heaven. 

Now turn to Matthew 13:33. Leaven 
is considered by many to be a picture of 
sin. It is a good picture of sin, for sin 
has the terrible habit of growing till 
it spoils the whole life. If we want to 
be a blessing to our country, we must 
be a blessing to the community in which 
we live. To do that we must confess 
and forsake every sin of which we find 
ourselves guilty as soon as we detect it. 
Are you girls known for your honest and 
upright dealings in the community? 
Everyone who knows us should know 
that we are absolutely trustworthy in 
every way. Otherwise we are a dis- 
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grace to our Master, whose very name 
is truth. 

Last week we learned that Christians 
should obey all the laws of the coun- 
try. What was the one exception we 
found to this rule? (When man’s laws 
conflict with God’s laws.) When it was 
against the law to pray to God, Daniel 
prayed anyway, because God’s Law 
was greater than man’s, 

Turn to Acts 5:22-29 and read what 
Peter and John did when they were for- 
bidden by the authorities to preach the 
Gospel (They preached anyway be- 
cause the Lord had sent them to preach.) 
Yes, they kept right on preaching till 
they were arrested once mcre. And 
when their captors said, “How is it that 
you have dared to disobey us?” they an- 
swered, “We ought to obey God rather 
than men.” Then Peter preached again, 
this time to his captors, 

Now turn to 1 Peter 3:13-18. What 
wonderful words these are from a man 
who had already suffered much for 
Christ’s sake, and who knew that he was 
going to seal his testimony with his 
blood! It is clear from this Scripture 
that a Christian must not be a law- 
breaker. His good deeds should shame 
his enemies. Then if he must suffer, it 
will be for Christ’s sake. And that kind 
of suffering brings great reward. “Re- 
joice, and be exceeding glad: for great 
is your reward in heaven: for so per- 
secuted they the prophets which were 
before you” (Matt. 5:12). 

If we are law-abiding citizens, con- 
stantly doing good and not evil, and 
giving God the glory whenever we are 
praised, we will be like salt, doing our 
part to preserve the country from moral 
decay. And we will be a light to those 
who are lost in the darkness of sin. 

Last week we talked about one other 
thing we can do for our country. What 
was it? (Pray for our leaders.) How 
many of you remembered to do that last 
week? If you have a prayer list, put 
down the names of somé of our leaders 
on it. If you do not have a prayer list, 
it would be a good plan to make one. 
Write down the names of the people for 
whom you pray and the special requests 
you make, then leave space to fill in 
the answers. Soon you will call it a 
thanksgiving list instead of a prayer 
list. I know, for I have one. Some of 
the prayers have not yet been answered, 
but so many have, that I made a new 
list and only use the old one for thanks- 
giving. If you have a diary, I believe 
you will find it a great encouragement 
to record your answered prayers. Try it. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The holy, regular, and exemplary con- 
versation of the saints, may do much 
towards the conversion of sinners: those 
who are unacquainted with religion, may 
hereby be brought to know what it is. 
Examples teach.—Matthew Henry. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 
There It Stands.—We oucht to obey God 
rather than men (Acts 5:29, Golden 
Text). 

“The Bible—There It Stands!” was 
written by A. Z. Conred, former pastor 
of Park Street Congregational Church, 
Beston. It tells us that the Bible always 
“stands,” regardless of what happens in 
this world, for it is God’s eternal Word 

Century follows century—There it 
stands. 

Empires rise and fall and are forgotten 
—There it stands. 

Dynasty succeeds dynasty—There it 
stands. 

Kings are crowned and uncrowned 
There it stands. 

Emperors decree its extermination 
There it stands. 

Atheists rail against it—There it stands, 

Agnostics smile cynically—There it 
stands. 

Profane prayerless punsters caricature 
it—There it stands. 

Unbelief abandons it—There it stands 

Higher critics dery its claim to in- 
spiration—There it stands 

The flames are kindled about it—There 
it stands. 

The tooth of time gnaws but makes no 
dent in it—There it stands 

Infidels predict its abandonment— 
There it stands. 

Modernism tries to explain it away 
There it stands—Condensed from a 
church bulletin. Sent by Anna A. Milli- 
gan, Glendale, Calif. 


Living Up to Your Prayers.—If the 
salt have lost his savour (Matt. 5:13) 
Our Saviour compared His followers to 
salt and said that “if the salt have lost 
his savour, wherewith shall it he salted?” 
Moffatt’s translation has it, “Eut if salt 
becomes insipid, what can make it salt 
again?” The world is filled with pro- 
fessing Christians who are insipid, whose 
lives have lost their tang because they 
have ceased to be different from the 
people around them who are not Chris- 
tians. When a family of church mem- 
bers asked the new maid if she desired 
to join them in the family prayers, she 
answered, “Yes, if you live up to these 
prayers.”—From Wallace Bassett, in the 
Teacher. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


“None Other Name ... Among Men.” 
—Ye are the light of the world. A city 
that is set on an hill cannot be hid 
(Matt. 5:14). It was a sivht twenty mil- 
lion Americans never will forget, thanks 
to television: A United States Senator, 
like a modern Jeremiah. openlv weep- 
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ing over the sins of his people and plead- 
ing for them to turn to God! This stir- 
ring scene took place March 14 in New 
York City’s federal courthouse, as the 
Senate committee on interstate crime 
revealed the sordid partnership of un- 
derworld gangsters and crooked politi- 
cians. Earlier during the hearing, Sen- 
ator Charles W. Tobey, a_ slight, 
bespectacled man of seventy, had stolen 
the spotlight from racketeer Frank Cos- 
tello and made that brazen character 
squirm in the witness chair. But when 
two officials of Kings County described 
efforts of gamblers to ccrrupt the school 
children of Brooklyn,. Senator Tobe: 
could stand it no longer With tear 
streaming down his face, he quoted from 
Whittier: “Solution there is none, save 
in the heart cf Christ alone.” Then he 
added, “When the hearts of men and 
women are touched, they take their in- 
spiration from the Master of men. Then 
we will have a righteous and a new 
America , a nation in which. dwell- 
eth righteousness. And before God, it 
is high time!”"—From Christian Life 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr 
Prize illustration. 


For the Dark Places.—Men light a 
candle. and put it on a candlestick; 
and it giveth light unto all that are in 
the house (Matt, 5:15). A certain busi- 
nessgirl had very few friends who were 
saved. She was a Christian, but it wa 
hard to be true to the Lord at her work 
One day she told the minister about it. 
“Where do you put lights? In a bright 
place?” “Why, no,” she said, “in a dark 
place, to make it light.” Then she saw 
that the Lord had put her in those diffi- 
cult surroundings, and she resolved to 
be faithful. A few weeks later she came 
to the preacher with joy in her face. 
“The thirteenth one from the office had 
just accepted Christ as her Saviour.”— 
From the Evangelist. Sent by Emma 
Fisk, Boonville, New York; and E.M. 


James, Toronto, Can 


A Refreshing Testimony.—Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven (Matt. 5:16) 
That was a manly ard heart-warming 
testimony of Judge Medina before the 
Church Club of New York last Febru- 
ary. He tells us that he was taught to 
pray as a boy and has continued to do 
so through life. “I do not see why : 
judge should be ashamed that he prays 
for divine guidance, and for strength to 
do his duty.” How refreshing such 
testimony from a government servant at 
a time when the nation’s ears are en- 
during so much of scandal and corrup- 
tion in high places!—From Ernest Gor- 
don, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill; Ont, Can. 


He Did Not En'ist To Tend Bar.—Be 
ready always to g've an answer to every 
man that asketh yu a ~eason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear 
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(1 Pet. 3:15). Tue Sunpay ScHoo. 
TiMEs tells of Harry Shepler, a young 
man in the signal service: “Being or- 
dered one morning by a sergeant to 
report for duty at the canteen, he re- 
fused to do so, and the sergeant threat- 
ened to report him to the officer of the 
day. ‘All right,’ said Shepler, ‘go ahead. 
I did not enlist to be a bartender, but a 
soldier, and I will not report at the can- 
teen.” He was duly reported to the 
major, who sent for him. Shepler went 
with trembling knees but with a steady 
heart, for he knew he was right. The 
officer said to him, ‘Are you the man 
who disobeyed orders this morning?’ 
‘Yes, sir, I am.’ ‘Why did you do it?’ 
‘Simply because I do not believe it is 
right to do what I was asked to do. I 
enlisted to be a soldier and not a bar- 
tender.’ The major rose quickly from 
his stool, and, extending his hand, said: 
‘Shepler, you are the kind of man we 
want. I am glad to see a fellow who has 
the courage of his convictions. You are 
not obliged to report to the canteen.’ 
The great need of the day is for men to 
have convictions founded upon the Word 
of God, and then be true to those con- 
victions."—From the Free Methodist. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Why He Was Sure.—Be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is 
in you (1 Pet. 3:15). Someone once said, 
“Children are so ignorant when you 
think they understand.” Later, he went 
with Mr. Spurgeon to see some children, 
and said to one of them, “Well, my boy, 
have you a good heart?” “Yes, sir,” re- 
plied the boy. “There ycu are,” said the 
gentleman, turning to Mr. Spurgeon, 
“you see he does not know the first 
thing about the Gospel. He doesn’t 
know he is a sinner.” Whereupon Mr. 
Spurgeon addressed the boy, “How do 
you know you have a good heart?” 
“Well,” said the boy, “when I took the 
Lord Christ as my Saviour, He gave me 
a new heart, and I'm sure it was a good 
one.”—From the Christian. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham Sussex, 
Eng. 

we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

My Part in My Community (uke 19:1-10) 
AM thinking of a verse in the Book 
of Proverbs that tells us one thing 

about our part in our community (Prov. 
29:18). Who will be our clerk and make 
a list on the blackboard of things that 
are our part in our community? Write 
the title first. Then what is a short way 
of telling this first thing? (Keep the 
law.) Discuss some laws that affect 
children, such as: quarantine, attending 
school, no trespassing signs, ban on fire- 
crackers (in some communities). 

From the Gospels we have a story of 
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a man who was disliked by the people 
of his community. His name was Zac- 
chaeus, and the first time we see him, 
he is perched up in a tree looking at 
the Lord Jesus. Later we see the Lord 
walking down the road to Zacchaeus’s 
house for dinner. Find in Luke 19:7 
what the men in his community called 
Zacchaeus. (A sinner.) Do you know 
what he did that made people think this 
about him? (He was the head tax col- 
lector, and got rich, no doubt, by put- 
ting too heavy taxes on people.) 

But the Lord Jesus did not stay long 
in a sinner’s house. No, He didn't leave 
Zacchaeus’s house when he found out 
what kind of man he was. Instead He 
changed Zacchaeus. Listen to Zacchaeus 
in verse 8. Don’t you think there was 
a change in him? I wonder what people 
said about Zacchaeus afterward. We 
know what the Lord Jesus said (vs, 9, 
10). Does this story give us a warning 
for our part in our community? What 
about cheating in the playground games, 
and school studies, and telling lies to 
those in charge of us? Was Zacchaeus 
a worse sinner to get extra money by 
cheating other folks on taxes than a boy 
who gets extra scores for himself by 
cheating other boys in sports? Shall 
we add to our list: Play fair. Tell the 
truth. 

Suppose the commands of God and 
the commands of some person are dif- 
ferent. Peter had that trouble once. 
The Lord Jesus sent His angel to say, 
“Go, stand and speak in the temple to 
the people all the words of this life.” 
But when he obeyed the Lord, the high 
priest said, “Did not we straitly com- 
mand you that ye should not teach in 
this name?” Find Acts 5:29 to see what 
Peter decided. I do not think you will 
often have this trouble, but you might 
put in the list: God’s laws first, From 
Paul’s Epistles we can learn another 
share of our part in our community 
(Gal, 6:10; Eph. 4:32). Add to the list: 
Be kind. Be forgiving. 

Sometimes you may get punished for 
something you did not do. Then what? 
Oh, my, what a commotion you make at 
school about it—or later, at home! Prob- 
ably you think that is worse than get- 
ting punished for something you did do. 
And maybe you say, “I'll just give that 
teacher something to punish me for to- 
morrow!” Now, wait a minute! Whose 
rules did we say come first: God's, man’s, 
or yours? God's All right, now look 
at God’s rule about this matter: “It is 
better, if the will of God be so, that ye 
suffer for well doing, than for evil do- 
ing” (1 Pet. 3:17, Memory Verse). Is 
it better to get punished for something 
you didn’t do than for something you 
did do? Well, read it again and see. 
Do you think we should put that hard 
one on our list: Suffer for welldoing? 

School will be beginning soon. You 
will have a chance to practice the things 
on our list. What about making a good 
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citizenship poster for your room with a 
picture of a schoolroom or a playground, 
and the list neatly printed? Copy the 
list now so you won't forget the differ- 
ent things. Bring your poster next week, 
Perhaps after school begins you will 
show it to your teacher there. 

And as our Memory Verse this week 
and next week comes from the General 
Epistles, we might learn those books. 
Their names are the names of the men 
who wrote them. Easy, aren’t they? 

ORONO, MAINE, 

we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


HIS lesson on with 

day’s, just a continuation. 
out that we should obey the 
our city and country, unless they were 
contrary to the laws of God. Today we 
study some laws which God’s children 
could not obey. 

Soon after the Lord Jesus Christ went 
back to Heaven to be with His Father, 
His disciples were preaching the Gospel 
in Jerusalem. Peter and John were the 
leaders, and when the Pharisees saw how 
the pecple were listening to them and 
believing on the Lord they or- 
dered them to stop preaching. But the 
apostles went on preaching, so they were 
put in prison. Then the chief priests 
came to them and told them again that 
they must stop about Jesus 
Christ. Peter answered them in the 
words of our Golden Text, “We ought 
to’ obey God rather than men.” Tien 
they were beaten and let go, but still 
told not to preach. But they went right 
on preaching. 

Why didn’t they obey the law of the 
Pharisees and chief priests? Because 
Christ had told them to go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature. Christ's Law is higher than 
any man-made law. Ever since that day, 
men who have been preaching the Gos- 
pel have often been ordered to stop their 
preaching, but they have not stopped 
Some have been killed because they 
would not stop telling people about the 
Saviour who died for them. 

One of the things we can all do to 
help those about us is to tell them this 
same Gospel story. It is one of the best 
things we can do to help our country, 
for Christian people are not the ones 
who give the country trouble. 

One of the men who has much to do 
with lawbreakers is J. Edgar Hoover, 
head of the F.B.I., and he says that there 
are very few criminals who went to 
Sunday school when they were children. 
He has many times said that the Sun- 
day school is one of the greatest influ- 
ences for good in America. If he could 
do it, he would send every child in this 
country to Sunday school, for it would 
stop so much crime. The Gospel does 
something to people. It changes them. 
When they believe on the Lord Jesus 
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their Sav- 
and no 


Christ and accept Him for 
iour, they have a new heart, 
longer want to do wrong. 

The nations who forbid the preaching 
of the Gospel are very foolish as well 
as very wicked. In those countries men 
become so wicked they obey no laws. 
They kill and steal, they do nothing 
good, they hate even their own families. 
We are not able even to think how 
awful things are in such countries. 
Satan is ruler in countries that refuse 
to hear God’s Word, and he is a cruel 
ruler, 

But even in 
Christians are 


those countries, brave 
telling those who will 
listen about the Saviour who died for 
them. And many believe and accept 
Christ, though they know they will suf- 
fer for confessing Him. As I write this, 
believers in China are suffering for their 
faith, yet every word from that coun- 
try tells of more and more believers, 
Even in Russia, secretly in many parts, 
men and women are giving out the Word 
of God, and others are believing them. 

Doesn't it make us all a little ashamed, 
both children and teachers, when we 
think how brave people are in other 
countries and how they preach the Gos- 
pel at risk of their lives, and we are 
so shy about speaking for the Lord here 
at home? We are not afraid of perse- 
cution, we are afraid somebody might 
laugh at us, make fun of us. They 
might think we are queer if we talk to 
them about their souls, 

Every child who has let the Lord 
have his life, and let the Holy Spirit 
come into his heart, should be bubbling 
over with joy, and want to tell others 
how happy the Lord makes him. Most 
of the children are about beginning a 
new year. You may be going 
to a new school. At least there will be 
some new children in your school. Get 
acquainted with them right away. Were 
you ever a stranger in a new school? 
Then you know how they feel. Be 
friends with them, and ask them to come 
to Sunday school, and tell them about 
your Saviour. How wonderful it would 
be if you could win some of them for 
the Lord! 

Ask the Lord Jesus to make you a 
shining, joyous child so you will be a 
good witness for Him wherever you go, 


school 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 701) 

1. Three: (1) a preserver, (2) a sweet- 
ener, (3) the covenant faithfulness of 
God. 

2. A Christian losing “the sweet savour 
of Christ.” 

3. He is “the true Light” (John 1:9), 
while we are light-bearers and reflectors, 

4. See Hebrews 11:10; 12:22; 
tion 21: 2ff. 

5. Matthew 5:16 is not talking about 


Revela- 
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showing off our good works. The unob- 
trusiveness in which we do our good 
deeds will be part of what men will 
notice, to God’s praise, 

6. Salt keeps corruption from starting; 
leaven encourages the process of cor- 
ruption. 

7. The destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Temple in A.D. 70, 

8. Acts 4:19 was an appeal to the judg- 
ment of the Sanhedrin: Acts 5:29 was a 
categorical statement of principle. 

9. Even if the suffering of verse 14 
should come to us, it will not harm us, 
but work for our greater good, and eter- 
nal glory (2 Cor. 4:17, 18). 

10. (1) The inquirer (1 Pet. 3:15); (2) 
the critic (v. 16). 

WHEATON, ILL, 

v4 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 26 
The “Sun” in Sunday 
(Psa, 96) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
yf ipens unusual topic chcsen for this 

week’s meeting is intended to em- 
phasize the fact that Sunday for the 
Christian should be a joyous, happy day 
—a day in which glad praise and devo- 
tion is given to our Heavenly Father, 
a day in which, in His name, we may 
seek to bring his joy into other hearts 
and lives, 

The Sabbath, or seventh day, that was 
observed by the worshipers of God be- 
fore the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
from the dead was a day of inactivity. 
Under the law handed down by God 
through Moses to the Israelites, men 
were forbidden to do any work on the 
Sabbath, and were required to make the 
day one of absolute rest from all activ- 
ities of the other days of the week. By 
the time the Lord Jesus came to this 
earth, the scribes and Pharisees had 
added to Mosaic law many other re- 
strictions prescribing just how far man 
might walk or journey on the Sabbath 
Day, and setting forth which activities 
would be considered work, and which 
ones would not be so considered. You 
will remember that, when some of the 
Lord’s disciples took some wheat, as 
they were passing through a wheat field, 
and rubbed it between their hands to 
get the grains to satisfy their hunger, 
the Pharisees accused them of breaking 
the Sabbath. Thus they had made the 
rest day that God ordained a thing of 
burden and trial. 

But after the Lord Jesus rose from 
the dead, Christians began to observe 
the first day of the week as “the Lord’s 
Day,” and this day, which is often now 
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spoken of as Sunday, was set apart as 
the time for worship and praise and 
Christian service. Believers today do 
not observe the Lord's Day because of 
any law saying that they must do so 
They observe it in honor of the Lerd 
Jesus and to commemorate the day on 
which He rose from the dead. It should 
rightly, therefore, be a day of joy and 
gladness for all Christians, and an op- 
portunity to lay aside cares and duties 
of the other days of the week, and to 
gather together to worship and to praise 
God, to listen to the preaching of the 
Word, to study the Bible together, to 
visit the sick and the aged and shut-ins, 
and to seek to win'others for Christ. 
ve 

It used to be that some distinctior 
was made between Sunday and the other 
days of the week, even by unbelievers 
This was the result of the strong Chris- 
tian principles of those men and women 
who established our local and state and 
national government. Gradually, how- 
ever, the restrictions that prevented gcd- 
less men and women from making Sun- 
day a holiday have been broken down 
and destroyed, and now it is possible in 
most states to buy and sell, to have 
sports events, the movies, and the like. 
on Sunday, just as freely, if not more 
so, than on other days of the week 
Many of today’s young people have never 
known anything else than a wide-open 
Sunday, and it is difficult, sometimes. 
even for Christian young people to with- 
stand the pull of the bathing beaches 
and,resorts, and the like, when they see 
so many of their school friends doing 
the same things on Sunday that they 
do on any weekday. 

But it is right here that those who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ and are seek- 
ing to serve Him may put the Son in 
Sunday by making that day different 
from the weekdays and by refraining on 
that day from those things that may nct 
necessarily be harmful to themselves, 
and yet are so given over on Sunday 
to those who care nothing for Christ and 
have no desire to serve Him. It is by 
this very restraint that Christian young 
people may demonstrate to the world 
that they have something better, some- 
thing that satisfies more completely, and 
that they are willing and glad to make a 
difference in one day in order that they 
may honor their Lord and Master. 

ye 

Let us, then, make Sunday, for our- 
selves and for those who know us, a 
day that is full of blessing and joy and 
Christian service, not a day of self-in- 
dulgence or giddy pleasure, not a day of 
gloomy idleness or grudging, regretful 
restraint, but a day that is filled with 
willing and joyful worship and service 
and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ who 
has done so much for us, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson for August 26 
A Church That Trusted God 


for the Supe.natural 
(Continued from page 695) 


in attendance. A two-hour prayer meet- 
ing, including Sunday school teachers 
and other members of the church, was 
also started on Saturday night. By 
spring, 1937, there were between 90 and 
100 at the morning service. 

Since it was a rural Sunday school, 
cars had to be used to bring the chil- 
dren, and it proved to be impossible to 
take them home after Sunday school 
and then have a church service. So 
the officers decided to enlarge the Sun- 
day school program and lengthen it to 
one hour and twenty minutes. There 
was only one room in the chapel, seat- 
ing about 125 people, and this soon 
proved to be too small. Because of cer- 
tain legal restrictions, the church could 
not have the sole right of ownership to 
the chapel and therefore could not en- 
large it. In the fall of 1937 some Chris- 
tians in Limerick invited the community 
church to come and take over an old 
church building in that town. It was 
sold to Mr. Didden’s group for a very 
low price, and the combined church and 
Sunday schcol were moved to Limerick. 
The attendance kept on increasing, and 
in the fall of 1938 the basement was 
enlarged and it was thought that this 
would be sufficient. But by 1941 the 
church was again faced with the need 
for more room. They built a 30x30 foot 
addition to the building, thinking that 
this would be sufficient for several years, 

Now the combined service was leneth- 
ened to one hour and forty-five minutes. 
Mr. Didden continued to teach the adult 
class, which by 1941 numbered 70 to 75. 
That same year defini‘e goals were set 
for attendance in Sunday school and 
also for the missionary offerings, be- 
cause the pastor and officers had noticed 
that many Sunday schools suffer thrcugh 
the lack of any goal. In summer the 
church bought two secondhand busses 
to provide transportation for people in 
near-by towns. Rationing of gas and 
shortage of tires began in December, be- 
cause of the war, and many feared a 
serious decrease in attendance. 

In the face of this difficulty, as Mr. 
Didden was praying, the words from 
Daniel 6:20 came to him: “O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, is thy God, 
whom thou servest continually, able to 
deliver thee from the lions?” Being 
sure that God was able to meet even 
this situation, Mr, Didden went to the 
Sunday school teachers and said to them: 
“Now the natural thing would be to 
have a slump in attendance during the 
war: the wnusual thing would be to hold 
our attendance: but the supernatural 
thing would be to have an increase in 
altendance.” The others joined him in 
asking God for a manifestation of the 
supernatural, and it was during the war 
years that the combined church and 
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Sunday school made the greatest gains 
in the history of the work! 

So abundant was the blessing of God 
that in 1944 the church again faced the 
problem of too little space. They began 
to pray for four things: (1) additional 
Sunday school rooms; (2) a parsonage; 
(3) parking space; (4) a baptismal pool. 
Just across from the church was a large, 
three-story building which had been a 
hotel since it was built about one hun- 
dred and fifty years ago. In April, the 
church secured the property across the 
street, in answer to prayer and in spite 
of many difficulties. The property in- 
cluded the old hotel, another two-story 
building, and seven acres of ground. 
Two apartments were made on the top 


floor of the hotel, and these are used 
for missionaries home on furlough and 
for the two Bible Club teachers who 
are sponsored by the church. Mr, Did- 
den and his wife, and their two boys 
and two girls also live in part of the 
hotel. 


Other alterations were made, and what 
had formerly been the barroom in the 
hotel became the Initermediate-Senior 
Department of the Sunday school, where 
the Water 
room that 
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"JOHN DEWEY’S EDUCATIONAL 
PHILOSOPHY has done more 
harm to American young 
people than even John Bar- 
leycorn,” says a public school 
teacher of years of experience. 
Are you equipped to refute 
the fallacies of this subtle 
atheistic influence? 

Read Dr. Buswell’s book ex- 
posing Deweyism. Give copies 
to your friends, especially the 
teachers of your children. 


Order direct from the auther 
— THE PHILOSOPHIES OF F. R. 
TENNANT and JOHN DEWEY, 
over five hundred pages, 
$6.00, postage prepaid if cash 
accompanies order. 

J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 


President 


Shelton College 
340 West 55rH STREET 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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the group kneels for prayer for two 
hours on Saturday evenings, 

Again in 1946 more space was needed, 
so alterations were made in the two- 
story building on the property to make 
room for the Beginners, Primary, and 
Junior departments. There are about 
300 children, from two to eleven, in these 
departments. The church now plans to 
build a larger auditorium, where the 
Adult Bible Class can meet, and a side 
auditorium for the Beginners Depart- 
ment. 

(To be continued) 


we 
The Indwelling Christ 


(Continued from page 699) 


We have often heard it said, “Where 
there’s a will, there’s a way.” That is 
good psychology, and it is according to 
the law of God’s effective working in 
our hearts. A beautiful illustration of 
this is seen in the way in which the 
Lord worked in Paul. As “a Hebrew 
of the Hebrews and a Pharisee of the 
Pharisees,” from his earliest youth the 
great apostle had been brought up to 
look on all Gentiles as heathen, who 
were aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope and without 
God in this world. He had absolutely 
no interest in them, nor in their eternal 
welfare, and was perfectly satisfied in 
the knowledge that he himself belonged 
to God’s chosen race. However, after 
the Lord had begun to work in his heart, 
we find a complete change of attitude, 
and his great desire then became to 
preach the Gospel where Christ was not 
named. Saul, the proud Pharisee, be- 
came Paul, the humble apostle, who 
refers to himself as being “less than the 
least of all the saints” and “the chief 
of sinners.” The indwelling Christ hav- 
ing taken complete possession of Paul 
first transformed his attitude toward the 
Gentiles whom he had so despised, so 
that his heart yearned to win them to 
faith in Christ. He then granted to 
Paul the vision, the courage, and the 
guidance that were needed to accomplish 
those great history-making missionary 
journeys, by which the Gospel was car- 
ried far and wide thrcughout the Ro- 
man Empire, and the Church was 
changed from a Jewish organization into 
a world-wide fellowship. 

In the verse quoted at the beginning 
of this article, Paul says that the Lord 
was mighty in him toward the Gentiles. 
That means that the Lord was very real 
to Paul himself and then was very real 
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in and through Paul, by means of whom 
He was able to reveal Himself to the 
Gentiles. It is hard for us perhaps to 
visualize the miracle that took place. 
The Gentiles, of whom he is speaking, 
were people who had never heard of the 
one true God until Paul had gone to 
them proclaiming the Gospel. Wherever 
he went, however, men and women were 
arrested by the power of his message, 
and still more by the power that they 
recognized as being resident within him 
and that caused him to radiate the grace 
and the wcender of the One whom he 
was preaching. They were impressed 
and believed, and the miracle which 
had taken place in Paul’s life took place 
in theirs also: they became transformed 
men and women in and through whom 
the Lord worked mightily, to the fulfill- 
ment of His gracious redemptive pur- 
poses, 

If each one of us today were only 
ready and willing to have the Lord 
mighty in us, think of the tremendous 
revival that would take place all over 
this country and on throughout the 
world! What is the reason for the leth- 
argy and deadness of so many of us? 
We are still hanging on to our own little 
interests of self and pleasure and are 
unwilling to let go so that the Lord may 
begin to work in us, and then to work 
through us in the lives of others. Let 
us get on our knees in humble confes- 
sion and repentance, and beseech Him 
to begin to do a great work of grace in 
us, and then through us that many who 
know Him not may have their lives 
transformed through being brought into 
touch with Him. 

Our God and Father, so speak to our 
hearts, we pray, that we may not rest 
urti! He who was mighty in Paul may 
be michty in us and mighty through 
us to those who are out of touch with 
Thee and are strangers to Thy grace. 
Work in us. we beseech Thee, to the 
glory of Thy name, amen. 

(To be continued) 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 20 to 26 


Mon.—Proverbs 16:7-11. 
The Upright Citizen. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Better is a little 
with righteousness than great revenues 
without right.” Rig phteous citizens are 
a nation’s best asset, for “righteousness 
exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach 
to any people.” What we are morally 
and spiritually is worth more to the 
nation than what we might gain in rev- 
enue. Drill the above text into the 
minds of the children: an honest dime 
is worth far more than a dishonest dol- 
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lar. Pray for Lake Sammamish Bible 
Camp Association, Rt. 1, Issaquah, Wash. 


Tues.—Nehemiah 5:7-9. 
Opposition to Corrupt Officials. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “I rebuked the 
nobles, and the rulers.” National leaders 
have no right to do wrong. Courage is 
needed by all in a position to rebuke 
officials who do evil. How it should be 
done is exemplified by godly men of the 
Bible. Nehemiah and Daniel and the 
prophets are examples. God ordained 
government. If rulers are wicked, gov- 
ernment will become so. All who can 
elect the best men to office should do 
their duty. Pray for Lakeside Bible 
Conference, Kent Cliffs, N. Y. 


Wed.—Nehemiah 1:1-4. 
Concern for Country. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I... wept, and 
mourned . . . fasted, and prayed.” A 
short residence in a worse country raised 
Nehemiah’s appreciation of and concern 
for his own country. Love of country 
honors God. He caused Paul’s words, 
“A citizen of no mean city,” to appear 
in Scripture. Christian patriotism is an 
honor to any man and to the Church. 
Do you really love your country? Do 
you pray for her and render to her your 
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duty? Pray for Maranatha Bible and 
Missionary Conference, Muskegon, Mich. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 24:1-7. 
Loyalty to Authorities. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My master, the 
Lord’s anointed.” David honored the 
authority of King Saul. God has told us 
to honor all who are in authority. He 
exhorts us to submit to their ordinances 
for His sake and to pray for their tem- 
poral and eternal welfare. In these days 
men are likely to despise dominion and 
to speak evil of dignitaries. Let us who 
fear God honor them as commanded. 
Pray for Montrose Bible Conference, 
Montrose, Susq. Co., Pa. 


13:33-35. 
Value of Good Influence. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These things 
spake Jesus unto the multitude in para- 
bles.” The words of Christ, as He said, 
“shall not pass away.” And if we ever 
influence people for good it can only be 
done by giving them Christ’s wholesome 
words. The most influential Christian 
is the one who can be most remembered 
by passing on to pecple His wonder- 
ful words of life. Pray for Mount Her- 
mon Christian Conference Center, Mount 
Hermon, Calif. 


Fri.—Matthew 


Sat.—Deuteronomy 4:25-31. 
Seek the Lord and Live. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Seek the Lord 
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thy God .. . with all thy heart and with 
all thy soul.” Whatever is first in our 
interests reveals not only what we are 
inwardly but also what will be our por- 
tion in this life and the next. No one 
ever forsook the Lord and prospered. 
Life, joy, peace, and all blessings come 
by seeking “first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness.” Pray for Musk- 
oka Bible Conference, Morinus Lodge, 
Muskoka, Lake Rosseau, Ont., Can. 


Sun.—Psalm 97. The Righteous King. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Exalt ye the 
Lord our God, and worship at his foot- 
stool; for he is holy” (Psa. 99:5). Our 
God is righteous. His works are done 
in truth, and His ways are right and just 
His management of the world is in right- 
eousness. This the heavens will ulti- 
mately reveal. All at length will con- 
fess that God the judge of the earth has 
done right. The righteous judgment of 
God in the day of accounts will be owned 
by saints and sinners. Pray for New 
England Keswick, Monterey, Mass. 











Advertising brings new things to the 
reader’s attention and teaches him how 


te use them. You will find in the 
weekly advertising columns of The 
Sunday School Times many helpful 


hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 
































Better than ever! 
stories! Challenging articles! 
Absorbing pictures! This is 
the new Sudan Witness. You 
need its fresh presentation of 
the picture of Africa and our 
African mission today. 


Africa. 


Enter your subscription and 
enjoy the next issue of the 
Sudan Witness. 


1 year $1.00 3 years $2.00 


405 Huron Street, Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada 





“For Such a “Sime as “This...” 


Never has there been such unrest, chaos, and 
feelings of almost utter hopelessness. The world 
seethes and boils with hatred, bloodshed, and lust 
for power. 


FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 


There is only one SAVIOUR, Jesus Christ. He 
alone can be the Prince of Peace, as He is per- 
mitted to enter hearts, lives, and nations. 


Thereis only one MESSAGE, and that is the pure, 
simple message of the Gospel of the Grace of God. 
Pratings about peace, efforts at social service, ap- 
peals to the minds of men, are all futile. The Gospel 
alone can bring about a change of heart and life. 
There is only one BOOK, the Bible. 
been written and much more has been said of the 
ways back to normalcy and life. 
has stood the tests of time, attack, and experience. 

The BIBLE is the Book for such a time as this. 
It gives the MESSAGE of the SAVIOUR for 


such a time as this. 


The Sudan Interior Mission stands firmly up- 
on the above threefold remedy for the need of 
Centuries have rolled over the head of 
Africa, leaving it comparatively untouched., Now 
is the crucial time for the continent to which God 
has called us. 
Bible, with its Message of the Christ who can 
save from the uttermost to the uttermost? 


Write us today: 


The SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


Much has 


Only one Book 


Will you help us to give them the 


164 W. 74th Street, New York 23, N. Y. 

















MOODY’S 


Music Course 


Conservatory Level Training 
for a Ministry of Music 


Stressing gospel music training for 65 years, the Institute—beginning in September—is 







offering a three-year course in Sacred Music. It includes majors in piano, organ, voice 
or composition, with instruction also in orchestral instruments and music theory, as 
well as thorough Bible training. Students gain practical experience in Chicago’s many 





churches as choir leaders, organists and pianists, in addition to serving in young people’s 
gatherings, missions, jails. Further opportunities are offered by WMBI and WMBI-FM, 
the Institute’s own radio stations; the Moody Chorale and the Orchestra. Students also 
may hear world-famous musicians who are performing in Chicago. 

Those who plan to direct both the educational program and music ministry of a church 
will find the Christian Education Music Course ideal. In this course, as well as in the 
Sacred Music Course, credits are transferable for all subjects in theory, applied music, 
and music literature. Write for latest catalog and our new picture book “Through the 


Arch.” Address Office of Admissions, Room § 221. 


“Old in years and experience—new in facilities and outlook” 


MOODY Bille Inntitute 


820 N. LASALLE ST. © CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


Or. William Culbertson, president Or. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
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